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) Sen ior Cltlzens
‘ of Fame

i ens  Hall of Fame was established to fulfil a
ognize and honor the vital role played by
m in ﬂllll' mmmumtln. state and nation;

| HW join tha distinguished ranks of the Ohio
of Fame. Their selection is based on contribu-

e for the benefit of humankind after age 60,
wation of efforts htgun before that age.

mmwu a plaque with his or her portrait and a

and a lapel pin engraved with the Hall of Fame
An identical plaque is permanently displayed at the Mar-
enior Center, Ohio State Fairgrounds, Columbus.

the Hall of Fame must be native-born Ohioans or

of Ohio for at least 10 years. Any individual o organiza-
it 2 nomination by completing an application and
Ohio Department of Aging, Special Events Sec-

ad St./9th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215-5928,
f each year. Induction ceremanies are held annu-
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he apple doesn't fall far from the tree in Doris Biz

family, a point of pride in a lineage marked well hf er
independent. suffragette gnndmoﬂm

Ather birth in rural Darke County 71 years ago, the possibili
for 2 woman might have seemed restricted and unin
not to Doris. Her proud family raised her to reach for thy
nght from the get-go.

And she’s grabbed a few. As a young lmulum
bring the first Frisch's restaurant into Shelby County.

ual financial problems. she worked diligently to lﬂ:hl,
enterpnse of it while raising three children. The
Amenican Businesswomen paid tribute to Doris in Im
in 1995 with their Woman of the Year Award.

In 1983, her diplomacy and avic activism |&l’_¥

the Sidney ity Counal, a position showcasing her it
rations for her community and m she was mh e

Doris held that seat until 1991, wh@ dnquw -

her mayor. She was the first woman in Sidney Ilm M
that role. “All my life, I've never listened to what pe

couldn’t do,” Donis observes. “1 just hear that voice i s me
that says | can.” But you can't do much of anything alone, that's
why | like our city motto: Togedmum together wt

k-

Dorss brings that sense of togetherness mﬁm
aally in her ongoing work with children and seniors in the com-
munity. She is a volunteer with the mm:m:ﬂa--
of the Ohio Municipal League; a board member of the Shelby
County chapter of AARP and a board member of the PSA 2 Area
Agency on Aging.

AtTI, her goal is to keep striving to make Sidney a beauiful aity,
one in which the youngest, oldest and thase of all ages in between
unite 1n harmony and “lear to celebrate how much we all have
in common—and how much we have to give to each other.”



* ighty-year-old Elsie Calamese 15 a shining example of just
how much our state’s older population has 1o give—and just how

far they'll go 1o give it

As a member of the American Red Cross Disaster Operations Team,
this gung ho prandmother always has her suitcase packed. Since
1983, she has traveled all over the United States in the wake of
hurnicanes, tornadoes, floods and other natwral disasters.

As @ Red Cross records and reports specialist, Elsie’s abundant
warmth and concern for others makes her a natural at her job of
interviewing and comforting those recently ravaged by catastro-
phe. She finds out their needs and goes about ensuring that relef
15 provided. While on duty, she frequently puts in well over [2-
hour days, going above and beyond to assist people in need.

“That's what we're here for,” she states matter-of-factly, “to help
each other. And don't think for a secand that helping others isn't
a way of helping yourself. It's extremely satisfying to know that
you're making a difference in someone else’s [ife.”

Mong with her hands-on disaster-relief duties, the Sandusky Sa-
maritan assists the Red Cross as a receptionist and helps out the
Armed Forces Emergency Services s a duty worker one night per-
week, and since 1983 has served on the board of the Red Cross’
Firelands Chapter.

Though soft-spoken, Elsie is quick to speak her mind for a worthy
cause. And she’s got a lot of them (in addition to her reliel work).
The retired government employee is very active with her church
(Sandusky's Second Baptist), singing in the choir, looking after
other seniors, and helping in the community any way she can.

The wisdom of her years benefits both the boards of Sandusky's
Community Action Commission and the Area Agency on Aging of
Northwestern Ohio. Elsie has received the /C Peaney Golden Rule

Award, and was honored lor exceptional volunteer service by the
Red Cross.

s & Inendly pharmacist in Van Wert, Bill _
just what the doctor ordered for his mdl—tnnl
retired, the T1-year-old WW"‘!HEMEHI‘W'
life composed of equal parts energ';r enthusiasm ar

Tou'll find Bill behind the scenes, sponsoring swi
ships for YMCA youngsters, opening his home to foreign:

students and wtoring and mentoring youth of ﬁ
summer, Bill helps high schoolers to become be
with our free enterpnse system by seeking s¢
attendance at Ohio Business Wuk workshops in ne

And you'll find him on the scene, [tzdlmgﬂul
ing in the church choir, and cheenng loudly h’h
football Friday nights. Despite lingering back pi
partially paralyzed leg, he is himself 2 well-cont
rising early every other moming to put a mile in at |
before many have had their first cup of coffee; The Yan Wert YMCA.
recently recognized Bill for wirrming his 1.200ch mile.

The former Ohio State Fhmmmnd m pre:

L

ployed. Bill is the histarian for the hnﬁu!m s
active with the First United HMMM‘ _ _'
provide an enlightened ear and wise words to those struggling
with the heartaches often attendant to the early and later stages
of life. And he is known to burn mwﬁnm.
for vanous meetings related to Ius cwic volunteer work.

This selfless aitizen has served, md serves, his community in count-
less offical capacties. Among them: former Mﬂﬂi
president of the Yan Wert Gty Counal and curvent president of
the Yan Wert Chapter of the American Heart Assocation. Billisa
Faul Karris Fellow of the Intenational Mﬂﬂ:ﬂt:
the Van Wert Jaycees Oueseanding Gtizen’s L]
treasures but holds secondary to the blessing of “having the good
health as | age to try and return the unending grace that's been
given to me over the years.”
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_/JMM up in a society of limited opportunities for
African-Americans, Orville Ferguson pledged his fife to creating 3
world where people actually abide by Martin Lather King Jr.s
dictum and “judge a man not by the color of his skin, but by the
content of his character.”

By that measure, many would have a hard time nsing up to the
accomplishments and caliber of this self-made Portsmouth nauve
—starting with his gifted academic abilities and accelerated gradu-
ation from Portsmouth High School at age 15, his degree in
mathematics from Wilberforce University a few years later, and
his first post-college job of teaching math at the Portsmouth
Civilian Conservation Corps in 1938.

After Pearl Harbor, Orville joined the U.S. Navy. With courage and
distmction, he led an all-black 45-man division on the USS.
Alabama, a ship decorated with 12 battle stars for its service In
the South Paafic

+

Not long after returning to his hometown, Dnillg joined a con-
struction company and soon rose to the rank of vice president of
the organization. Later, he started his own building firm. Wanting
to “show those on the outside how to get inside,” he founded the
Ohio Valley Minority Business Association. In recognition of his
formidable leadership abilities, Orville was appointed to the board
of trustees of the Scioto Technical College and later the board of
Shawnee State University, both of which he has served earnestly
and innovatively.

Orville retired from the construction business in 1989. But he
didn't retire from service to his beloved Portsmouth and southern
Ohio. For the past nine years, he has chaired the F_nmmuuth
Metrapolitan Housing Authority, overseeing the building of 500
new units for low-income families and doing much to ease alun_g
amicable integration of public housing, improving ."“’ racal i
mate throughout the city. Now in his 80th year, this Portsmouth
pioneer has made it his purpose to ensure a smoather, straighter,
fairer path for all who follow in his footsteps.
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ow can | help?”

Dr. Willard Fernald asked that question as a young physician, and '
he's been answering it ever since. )

The New Jersey native started private practice of pediatrics in Ohio
in 1956. Three years fater he began donating his time and talents
to the care of the profoundly mentally retarded, non- or

young patients of Peck 0° Wee Ones, a long-term care fadlity ow
known as the Heinzerling Foundation. He volunteered 0 years
ther and now serves as medical director and chair of the advisory
board of that esteemed nonprofit institution. i

In the 1960s, Willard became active with the Givil Rights move-
ment and later voluntesred as a lay minister to maﬂ.{
Ohio Penitentiary until it closed in the early 1970s.

In 1968, he helped found Camp Hamwi, 2 central-Ohio amp for

children with diabetes. In July 1972 and October 1973, he volun-

teered at Sage Memorial Hospital in Ganado, Ariz., which was run

by Project Hope prior to being turned over to the Navajo Nation,
. i

In addition to rearing four children of their own, Wﬂﬁ
wife, Elizabeth, opened their home to more than B0 teens and
young adults in recovery from substance abuse and 2 range

psychological problems.

His contributions as a parent and pediatrician are characterized
by gentleness and compassion, attnbutes that have only grown :
stronger with age. And, at age 13, Willard stil routinely putsina ‘
full day's work—and then some. Along with his Heinzerfing foun-
dation positions. he is a dinical professor of pediatrics at The Ohio-

State University, an active member of Pediatric Associates Inc.,

and, as he has since 1966, serves with dedication on the board of

the Central Ohio Diaberes Association.

Thank you, Dr. Fernald, for showing us how real healing always
begins with the heart.
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,_,q I you've ever doubted the difference a single person can make
in the world around him, Edward Groening will be happy to firm

up your faith,

The retired AT&T employee has been as much a fixture as the altar
at his hometown Simpson United Methodist Church ever since he
started volunteering his time there more than |5 years ago,

L]

Evidence of his good deeds are everywhere in the sturdy old struc-
ture: in the beautiful stained-glass windows he personally crafted
and placed; in the shiny coat of paint on the walls; in the repaired
plumbing fixtures; in the sturdy, new bricks of the tower: in the
nice, new paneling; in the surrounding fresh cut grass in the sum-
mer and the shoveled snow in the winter; in the tiles of the hall-
way floor he installed with money donated in tribute to his late
mather, Mary Groening.

And his work is as much ofthe church as it is in and around it. He
has served there as a trustee for more than a decade, tending to
the sodial, practical and overall needs of the congregation.

L

Whether an elderly relative or acquaintance needs a ride to the
doctor’s, a lacal senior center needs an appliance moved, a neigh-
bor has a leaky faucet, or someone just needs a wise and under-

standing friend to talk things over with, Edward is always there
for them.

"I'm glad to help whenever | can, it makes me feel good inside.”
the lifelong Cleveland resident explains. “And, you never know
when you'll be needing help yourself.”

I he does, there’s sure to be a long line of family, friends and

neighbors to assist this kindly man who has done so much for
others.

Rnown for his humility and lack of desire for public recognition,
Edward Groening does all Ohioans proud today by accepting his
induction into Ohio’s Senior Gtizens Hall of Fame.
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'EIF"E with disabilities in Ohio and throughout the Un

ever had a more well-informed, ardent advocate
Hersell a mother of a specal-nesds child, the |
has been out in front of the disabilities moveme
try for 50 years. Her tenacious efforts i this.
in vastly humamizing the way we feel about, look upe
those with disabilities. ‘

Elsie is a renowned authonity in the field. She holds 2
in special education from The Ohio State University

genetics from the University of Pittsburgh. After an excee
guished career in disabilities research and educaton
22 studies on the subject), the former director of the {
Human Development of Ohio University now serves as profe

of that schoof’s College of Education. :

Though formally retired, this B1-year-old humz
ues to use her considerable political acumen in striving
life a little more independent, dignified, fulfilling and
for persons with disabilities.
Elsie credits her son, Robin, born with mental ret
cerebral palsy, with giving purpase and passion to
were no specal services, no specal schoals for Ro
young,” she recalls. “The very first thing we heard
In an institution. We didn’t want to do that, so |
what | could for my child.” "
L
She became active with the United Cerebral Palsy
on, helping to open the association’s Washington, D\
And she’s chaired both the Ohio Governor's. :
Advisory Counail and the President’s Committee
dation. Honored for her achievements by
Senate, the Governor of Ohio and the Office
Elsie now lengthens her legacy of selfless sei
special needs as chair of the Ohio Developmental
ning Counail and vice-president of United Cerebral P:
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1/{ /‘u Margaret Hunt sees a need. she steps night up and fils
it. Consequently, far fewer senior citizens are in need in her native
Toledo and surrounding areas.

Some 40 years ago, more than a decade before the implementa-
tion of the Older Americans Act, the Toledo Parks & Recreation
employee saw a need for programs geared toward the nutnitional,
transportational, health and social needs and welfare of the older
population. Through dogged determination and tireless advocacy,
and with widespread support from the community and seniors
themselves, she helped ensure that these programs were launched,
sustained and expanded.

At age B2, the community stalwart continues to look out for the
needs of her senior contemporaries as the Executive Director of the
South Toledo Senior Center.

There, she finds no task too big or too small. You're as likely to
find her helping serve a meal or personally counseling a dlient as
going down to City Hall to plead for more funding for renovations
and new programs and services for older persons.

Margaret’s entire work life has been dedicated to helping those in
their later years, and she sees no reason to temper the enthusasm
for her cause just because she herself is now part of the age group
for which she has so tirelessly advocated.

“Older persons are our cherished past and the guides to our for-
tunes and futures,” she notes. “It has always been my honor to
serve those who have so long served us. They've paved the road for
so much of the good things that we have in our world today.”

In addition to her work at the senior center, she continues to
share her valuable expenence as 2 member of the board of direc-
tors of the Retired Senior Volunteer Program. Margaret has been
honored by the National Caucus and Center on Black Aged and
has received the Lifenme Distinguished Achievement Award from
the Area Office on Aging of Northwestern Ohio.

ardmgrnﬂ s Ceal Maxwell is t
Rotary Club’s maxim: “Service llme
*
The retired dairy farmer and ice cream entrepre
Morrow County commumity in just at
the past half-century. To name a fex
member, County Agnculture Extensio
of the Future Farmers of l.mru;
and Sunday School teacher with ¢
Church. His cvic leadership has helped
improve the sewer and other water-rels
in and around Cardington.
L]
The obliging 74-year-old looks after the
aging spectrum. He's a volunteer rez
and a passionate promoter of the ir
older population in ﬂnrdl-tumi
dent of the board of the Ohio D

Cecil is a strong pru?urmd 00
services for those with mental he
emphasis on the ability of pﬂ#
stimulated and active in life, no mater
.
In addition to his service to Cardington as forme
counilman, he goes on m*w or
president of the Community
of Rotary International, mm :
Morrow County Mental Health M
superintendency committee of the Mt Vemos
of the missions committee for the Cardingts
ist Church,

*

He has been named Quistanding Gz
&mq&mﬁuﬂtmmﬁa e/Mon
mmmmmmw“
m‘huupmwmm
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/[ ewark's Carl Swick never leamed to say “no. He's never

needed to.
L]

He said “yes™ when, at age eight his father died and he was asked
to go to work on neighboring farms to help his mother rase his
six siblings.
He said “yes™ to serving as president of the Southwest Cook County
(IIL) United Way: “yes" to founding and directing the Homeless to
Housing Coalition and coordinating the Orland Township Food
Pantry in that same state; then “yes” to joining the advisory and
finance boards of the Licking County Coalition for the Homeless.

And he said “yes” to 25 years of service as 2 cubmaster and
scoutmaster with the Boy Scouts of America, sponsoring young
men and giving them the guidance and encouragement needed to
earn vanious badges and awards.

At age B0, he sull says “yes” to prepanng and delivening meals-
on-wheels and helping out the Licking County Coundl on Aging
duning their Annual lce Cream Social and a variety of spedial
projects, totalling over 600 volunteer hours in the past three years.

Sull says “yes” to chainng the board of trustees and serving on the
Fastor/Fansh Relatrons Commuttee of the Heath United Methodist
Church; and “yes™ to rolling up his sleeves any time that church
needs a paint job, plumbing, or carpentry repairs; “yes” to train-
ing retirees for various volunteensm pursuits; and “yes” whenever
anyone simply needs a warm, wise and understanding soul to tell
their troubles to.

Some 60 years ago, Carl gave his most joyous and resounding
“yes” to his wife, Nora. Together, they have raised two successful
children and the spints of all whom they encounter. The Master
Mason has been honored with the Licking County Counail on Aging’s
Senor Volunteer Award each of the past five years, has received
Sertoma’s Service to Mankind Awardand holds numerous recogni-
tions from the Boy Scouts of America

hartty begins at home for Columbus® john Williams.

e
certainly doesn’t end there.
It starts with the retired postal adminstrator’s special-needs grangd-
daughter, Amber Marie Scott. extends through the heart of his

South Linden neighborhood and stretches out beyond to all of 5
fellow onzens.

A faithful husband of 48 years and proud father ﬂ-:‘
dedicated himself to the care of Amber Marie since she wa
with cerebral palsy, a hearing disunkrtmlnﬁr-_" mp

four years ago. I

Amber Marte can nesther stand nor sit up on her own. He calls her
his “heart-child”™ and spends hours every week's
stretching her legs, feeding her, singing and reading
ling her, smiling at her, praying for her and doing
ensure that her fife is as comfortable and joyful as po
earth. *| have made the care and support of Ambe
one prionty,” he vows.
Not far behind is john's allegiance to South Linden and those who
live there. The Ohio State University graduate’s commitment to
improving his old neighborhood has resulted in the formation o
the South Linden BlockWatch Alliance to help combat dreg trak-
ficking and other crime. John has been successful in uniti

- -'

and old alike in the quest to kEP peace on the reets ::___.__- |

Additionally, the savvy 74-year-old has helped reunite the north.
and south Linden neighborhoods, forming the Greater Linden Gate-
way Community. And his political kihﬂﬂpﬁlmm
ity committees has gamered many government grants for the
restoration and revitalization of older parts of the area.

John also serves his community as a mmwm"ﬁﬁ'
Calumbus Post. articulating his astute observations on local, state
and national matters. And offering well-seasoned recollections on
a family and a world that he holds dearer every day.
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James € (Jesse) Owens
Sadney L Presey
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8. Bernard (aplan, MD.
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Lowed Thamas
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Gertrude W. Donzhey
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Lucille Chenault
Avis W. Cullen
Ethel Straw Guthnie
David Leahy

Irvin H. Ryan*
James E. Saunders
Myrl H. Shoemaker
Sidney Spector

C. Umahau Wolf
Johann J. Zabka

Ora McCain Barrett
Charles Blakeslee

Frank P. Celeste

Orfand C. Duke
Catherine Gillie

David N. Myers

Wesley (Branch) Rickey™
Vernal G. Riffe, Sr.
Dorothy V. Ryan

Carl E. Smith

Ronald Brown

Lucille & Fred Grumley
Howard L Hofacre
Helen E. Landry
Charles W. Peckham
John G. Pfund

Ralph H. Romig

Helen H. Santmyer
Loretta Yoder

Anna Bishop
Lois Filipic
Jack Halbeisen
Helen Hawley
Ruth Kane
David Lusk
Kenneth Miller
Durwood Nefl
Erie Sauder

JORT

Alma Cahill

ohil Chelid

Ocie Hill

Alice Hoffman
Thaddeus Hurd
Melvin Miller
Edwardina Riggans
Robert Secrest
Georgia Silliman

Alice Weston

Al Boffo

Frank Brockmeyer

Sister Ann Jeanne Chisholm
Lugile §. Costello

Lucille Dryden

G. Fred Graf

Kay Reidel

Mary Jo Stafford

Robert Thomas

Mamie L. Williams

EelaTy

Mercedes Cotner
Raymond C. Drake, Jr.
Mable Hardeman Edwards
Eleanor Kahle

Jerome Kaplan, Ph.D.

Ise Kershner

Albert A. Neideck

Bernice Cisco Williams

James T. Foley

Rev. Kay M. Glaesner
Marie Haug, Ph.D.

Ruby Long

Vance B. 0'Donnell
Mildred M. Seltzer, Ph.D.
Vernon Rodney Young, Sr.

I}

Thomas E. Hairston
Clem Hamilton

Harold W. Kohn
Martha McCrary

Vera Saunders

Morrie Sayre

Rev. Wray C. Smith
Josephine B. Yomawich
Furl P. Williams
Judge Warren . Young
Helen W. ITelkowitz

Tilmon Adamson
Don Barrett

Evelyn Darnovsky Bonder
Joseph E. Cartarin
Jimmy Crum
Dorothy F. Davis
Bob Feller

Roberta M. Graham*
Philip C. Johnson
Ienobia Perry
George R. Smith

George Adcox

Morns Becker

Byron Winfield Brown
Mary Callow

Paul M. (P.M.) Gilmor
Dr. Helen . Glueck
Kathryn Hagler
Deseree Mitchell Liddell
Grace E. Maratta

Lois Nelson

Eldon H. Phillips
Audrey A. Rowan
Frances Saunders
James §. Savage

John ). Schiff

Josephine Wenning Bruns
Thomas (. Eakin

Helen Fero

George James”

Austin Eldon Knowlton
James Lee Middleton
Corwin Nixon

Ervin |. Nutter

Mary Jane Cooper 0'Brien
Betty B. Pitzer

Rachel Ann Trent Rayford

Abraham Brickner
Helen Spotts Brown
Virgil E. Brown
Michael |. Lacivita
Katherine LeVeque
Aaron Levine

Martha Whelan Murphy
Jewel L Rollen

Harold E. Sawyer

John P. Stozich

Doris Blackston

Elsie Calamese
William §. Derry
Orville R. Ferguson Sr.
Dr. Willard B. Femald
Edward ). Groening
Elsie Helsel, Ph.D.
Margaret Hunt

Ceal A. Maxwell

Carl H. Swick

John B. Williams

*Posthumous






