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Welcome
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020

• All attendees are in listen-only mode

• Please use chat feature to ask questions
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Agenda
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020

• Welcome & Announcements

– Ursel J. McElroy, Director

• Medicaid HCBS Update

– Matt Hobbs, Chief

• Older Americans Act Update

– Ashley Davis, Chief
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Update
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020





Fostering sound public policy, research, and initiatives that benefit older Ohioans.



Fostering sound public policy, research, and initiatives that benefit older Ohioans.

Adult Day & Senior Centers
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020

August 20th

– Executive Order for responsible restart Sept. 21st

– Outlines basic health & safety requirements

– Built in consultation with stakeholders & others
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Adult Day & Senior Centers
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020

Each center must consider the following in 
determining their ability to reopen: 

– Ohio’s Safe Business Practices for Getting Back to Work;

– Case status in surrounding community, including the 
Ohio Public Health Advisory System and risk levels

– Case status in the facility

– Facility staffing levels
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Adult Day & Senior Centers
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020

Each center must consider the following in 
determining their ability to reopen: 

– Access to adequate testing for participants and staff

– Ability of participants to wear masks

– Personal protective equipment supplies

– Local hospital capacity
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• Collaboration

• Program Highlights
– Test Residents & Staff
– Saliva Test
– Online Portal
– Results in 48 Hours
– Provided at No Cost to the Facilities

Assisted Living Testing
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020
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DATA AND RESEARCH



HEALTHCARE



EDUCATION AND OUTREACH



RESOURCES



Interim Report
Advancing Equity

• Released May 21st

• Eighteen recommendations
• Addresses COVID-19 issues

• Stop progression of the disease
• Evaluate and document impact of the disease
• Remedy factors that contribute to the spread
• Procure resources to prevent a resurgence of 

COVID-19



Strike Force Blueprint
Advancing Equity

• Released August 13th

• Thirty-four recommendations
• Examines broader issues

• Health disparities
• Racial injustices
• Systemic remedies
• Resources



More than 1,000 – Phone calls, letters, and 
emails

8 – Full Minority Health Strike Force Meetings

More than 20 – Subcommittee meetings of the 
Strike Force

1 – Virtual townhall meeting, open to the public

3 – Focus groups to gain community insight

Strike Force Blueprint
Advancing Equity



Executive Response
Advancing Equity

• Released August 13th

• Ten Cabinet commitments
• Addresses systemic reform

• Equity Advisory Board
• Policies 
• Practices
• Standards
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10 BIG Steps to Prevent Falls
Falls Prevention Awareness Week - Sept. 21-25, 2020

• Five free, online learning 
opportunities paired with 
corresponding personal 
action steps

• Different topic each day

• www.steadyu.ohio.gov

http://www.steadyu.ohio.gov/
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10 BIG Steps to Prevent Falls
Topics and Activities

• Monday, Sept. 21: Assess your risk
Challenge: Complete a self-assessment

• Tuesday, Sept. 22: Physical activity
Challenge: Create a personal exercise plan

• Wednesday, Sept. 23: Home safety
Challenge: Complete a home safety checklist

• Thursday, Sept. 24: Eat well to prevent falls
Challenge: Create a meal plan

• Friday, Sept. 25: Talk with your health care provider
Challenge: Complete a medication inventory
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Medicaid HCBS Update
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020
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Medicaid HCBS Update
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020
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Medicaid HCBS Update
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020

• Emergency Protocol

– Provider Protocol

• ODA Provider Structural Compliance Review

– Process Update
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Emergency Protocol Update
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020

• Provider Protocol

– Published on August 14, 2020

– Reflects new rule authorities including:

• Provider Deeming

• Permitting legally responsible family members as providers

• Changes to service specifications:

– ADS

– Respite

– Assisted Living enrollment
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ODA Provider Oversight 
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020

• ODA Provider Structural Compliance Review (SCR)
– ODA provider reviews on hold since April 9, 2020

– Joint ODA/PAA SCR workgroup to develop proposal

– The proposal and materials developed were issued on 
August 17th to the PAAs.  

– PAAs may begin to make outreach to providers to schedule 
reviews
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Older Americans Act 

Program Updates
August 21, 2020
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AARP Ohio Tele-Town Hall
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020

Family Caregiver Disparities

• Date: Tuesday, September 1, 2020

• Time: 11:00 am – 12:00 pm

• Location: 

– Facebook Live Stream 
(https://www.facebook.com/AARPOH/)

https://www.facebook.com/AARPOH/
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Resources
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
• Administration on Community Living (ACL)  
• Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
• Ohio Department of Health (ODH)
• Ohio Department of Aging (ODA)
• National Council on Aging (NCOA) 

https://www.coronavirus.gov/
https://acl.gov/COVID-19
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/EPRO/Current-Emergencies/Current-Emergencies-page
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://aging.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/aging/care-and-living/coronavirus-response
https://www.ncoa.org/ncoa_acf/covid-19-resources-for-professionals/
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Thank You
COVID-19 Updates August 21, 2020
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www.aging.ohio.gov

Fostering sound public policy, research, and initiatives 
that benefit older Ohioans.

http://www.aging.ohio.gov/

