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Ohio Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Task Force 
Meeting Minutes 

Date: 6/21/2021                                   Time: 9:00am to 12:00pm         Location: Virtual Conference Call  

PRESENT: 

Governor’s Appointments:  
Trey Addison, Doug Beach, Salli Bollin, Lisa Brockman, Katheryn Brod, Bonnie Burman, Tina Hochwalt, Diane 
Pekunka, Pamela Reese, Joe Russell, Melissa Schiffel, Lori Stevic-Rust, Jean Thompson, Pete Van Runkle 

Legislative Members: 
Ohio Senate: 
Senate Minority Leader: Katie for Kenny Yuko 
Ohio House of Representatives: 
Representative Rodney Creech; Representative Stephanie Howse 

Governor’s Administration Members:  
Director Ursel McElroy; Vice Chair DeFiore-Hyrmer, Director Ashenhurst, Ombudsman Beverley Laubert 
 

Welcome 
At 9:00am, Ohio Department of Aging Director McElroy called the meeting to order and welcomed all members and 
participants to the meeting. 
 
Roll Call 
Alex Lapso, Ohio Department of Aging Legislative Liaison called roll call and a quorum was present. 
Review and Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
Alex asked the members to review the minutes from the previous meeting. Pete Van Runkle moved to accept the 
meeting minutes. Lori Stevic-Rust seconded the motion. Without objection, the Task Force approved the minutes 
from May 24, 2021, meeting.  

Director’s Report 

Director McElroy thanked the members for their increased participation to meet the legislative deadlines. She shared 
that the project was going to be a two-step process with a Findings Report submitted to the legislature in August and 
a Recommendations Report submitted 90 days after the Findings Report. There will be an opportunity in July for 
public input surrounding the recommendations “buckets”: Early Intervention, Health Care, Long Term Services and 
Supports, Safety and Legal Issues, Policy Evaluation and Equity. 

Observations and conclusion’ conversation 
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Leigh Ann Kingsbury of Sage Squirrel Consulting reviewed the Meeting Agreements and Agenda sent to Task Force 
members previously. The goal of the next three task force meetings is to discuss findings that the Task Force and its 
committees have discovered. Sage Squirrel set a timekeeper and called each member by name to ensure that all 
members had the opportunity to provide input.  

Topic 1: Long Term Services and Supports (LTSS) 

The Task Force discussed:  

• Funding inequity across counties  
• Inadequate public information about Alzheimer’s Disease and other dementias especially for those who are 

unable to use the internet 
• All providers have struggled to provide services because they saw decreases in revenue and funding due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  
• Care partners have higher medical needs 
• Disparities in mortality rates 
• Funding is not available for services for those who are diagnosed early. Many must wait until their condition 

meets a level of care funded by Medicaid.  
• There are more women than men who are diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, as well as 

more female caregivers   
• It is hard to get into a skilled nursing facility (SNF) unless hospitalized 
• While most assisted living facilities are private pay, the Assisted Living Waiver offers an opportunity to 

service Medicaid eligible individuals living with dementia. Consideration of increasing the current 
reimbursement rate for memory care could support additional individuals living in assisted living. 

• Insufficient respite available to caregivers  
• Staff training requirements  
• Inadequate adult day care capacity 
• Support for working caregivers 
• Workforce shortage due to higher-paying private sector employment 
• Involving K-12 education as one solution to LTSS issues 
• Dementia training for first responders, transportation providers, hospitals, rehabs, etc. 
• Geriatric Psychiatric Units 

Data Sources 

Yonda Snyder introduced the data in the packet. She stated that it was publicly available data. She welcomed 
additional data that the Task Force may have. Task Force members suggested Center for Community Solutions May 
2021 research paper on disparities in care, Scripps data, and dementia-friendly communities. 

Topic 2: Safety and Legal Issues 

The Task Force discussed:  
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• Improvements are needed so that incidents are reported to the police immediately  
• Background checks and drug tests for skilled caregivers 
• Structure and rules around males that work with women with Alzheimer’s or other dementias  
• Increased need for trained guardians 
• Laws cannot be “one size fits all” based on an Alzheimer’s or dementia diagnosis 
• Coordination with the Amber Alert Advisory Committee on follow-up after a Silver Alert 
• Coordination with the Chamber of Commerce in preventing fraud targeted at seniors 
• Notification of family when banking inconsistencies or scams occur 

Meeting Adjourned  

Yonda said Sage Squirrel will summarize the notes and take-aways from the meeting and email the Task Force the 
findings to date. She will begin writing the report.  

The first round of public forums will be July 13, 14 and 15, 2021. All task force member will be invited to observe. 
Sage Squirrel requests a list of key informants to present/testify at these forums. The second round of public forums 
will be in August or September. The final report to include recommendations will be due in November. 

_____________ moved that the meeting of the Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Task Force be 
adjourned. ___________ seconded the motion. Without objection, the meeting of the Alzheimer’s Disease and 
Related Dementias Task Force adjourned at 12:00pm. 

  


