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Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Task Force 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
March 29, 2021—10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Virtual Invitation 
 

 
PRESENT: 

Governor’s Appointments:  
Trey Addison; Doug Beach; Jennifer Blough; Salli Bollin; Lisa Brockman; Kathryn Brod;  
Bonnie Burman; Jennifer Drost; Tina Hochwalt; Rhonda Johnson, Pam Reese; Melissa Schiffel;  
Leanne Smith; Lori Stevic-Rust; Jean Thompson; Pete Van Runkle 

 
Legislative Members:  

Ohio Senate: 
Senate Minority Leader Kenny Yuko 
Ohio House of Representatives: 
Representative Stephanie Howse 
 

Governor’s Administration Members:  
Director McElroy; Ombudsman Beverley Laubert; Director Maureen Corcoran; Director Deborah 
Ashenhurst   

 

Welcome  

At 10:00am, Director McElroy called the meeting to order and welcomed all members and participants 
to the meeting. 

 

Roll Coll  
Alex Lapso called the roll and a quorum was present. 
 

Opening Remarks 
Director McElroy provided opening remarks to the group and gave a quick overview of the agenda.  
 
 

http://www.aging.ohio.gov/
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Review and Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes  
Alex Lapso asked that the members to review the minutes from the previous meeting. Pete Van Runkle 
moved to accept the meeting minutes. Ombudsman Laubert seconded the motion. Without objection 
the minutes from the February 22, 2021 meeting were approved. The approved minutes will be 
uploaded to the website. 
 
Federal CMS Grant Updates  
With assistance and collaboration from the Department of Medicaid, the Department of Aging received 
a federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) grant for $4,375,000. This will support the 
work of the task force.  A Request for Proposals is being drafted. The Department of Administrative 
Services will manage the process. There will be a 30-day timeframe. In addition, a webinar will be 
scheduled to provide background, expectations, the opportunity to hear more about the grant, and 
address any questions.  
 
Expectations from those who will submit the proposal  
The overall objective of the project is to recommend and deliver solutions that enable Ohio and our 
communities to be responsive and supportive of persons living with dementia and those who care for 
them. By having this extra entity, there will be a close collaboration with the Ohio Departments of Aging 
and Health, by organizing and coordinating task force activities, supporting members and stakeholders 
to ensure compliance with Am. S.B. 24, delivery of its requirements, and design and implementation of 
recommendations.   
 
The workplan will produce the following deliverables 

1) An approved workplan that is responsive to the provisions of Am. S.B. 24, considers the Task 
Force members’ planning preferences, and achieves the scope of work within the completion 
deadline. 

2) A draft report that includes the Task Force’s findings and recommendations for the topics of Am. 
S.B. 24. 

3) An approved final report that includes the Task Force’s findings and recommendations for the 
topics of Am. S.B. 24. 

4) An approved implementation plan organized into phases that includes development, training, 
priorities, partners, strategies, and measures. 

 
Scope of Work 
Activity 1: Guide the project, support the task force and committees, and ensure that the project achieves 
the expectations of Am. S.B. 24 under direction of ODA. 
Activity 2: Support the task force in identifying trends in the state’s Alzheimer’s disease and related 
dementias populations and service needs. 
Activity 3: Support the task force in identifying existing resources, services, and capacity relating to the 
care of individuals diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease or related dementias. 
Activity 4:  Support the task force in reviewing policies, procedures, and regulations. 
Activity 5:  Support the task force in developing findings, recommendations, and strategies for inclusion 
in the final report by consulting with ODA, as necessary, to build or adopt the necessary facilitation tools 
and discussion framework that enable the task force to effectively perform its functions.  
 
This will help to organize and accelerate the work. The task force members will be the content experts. 
The contracted entity will be utilized to help facilitate these discussions, frame up, and layout a plan for 
implementation.  
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Task Force Business  
Assistant Director Trackler announced the three committees and provided a brief description of each 
committee role.  
 
Capacity Committee  
Salli Bollin  
Leanne Smith  
Stephanie Howse  
Steve Wilson  
Joe Russell  
Pete Van Runkle  
Jean Thompson  
Rodney Creech  
 
Science Committee  
Trey Addison 
Greg Cini 
Burman Bonnie  
Lori Stevic-Rust 
Jennifer Drost  
Tina Hochwalt  
Varun Mahajan  
 
Experience Committee  
Pam Reese  
Kathryn Brod   
Rhonda Johnson  
Doug Beach  
Melissa A. Schiffel  
Lisa Brockman  
Jennifer K Blough  
Kenny Yuko  
Diane Pekunka  
Beverley Laubert  
 
Capacity Committee  
The Capacity Committee is expected to assess Ohio’s current and possible capacity to serve individuals 
living with dementia and caregivers, specifically including the services available in Ohio for those 
individuals and the ability of health care providers and facilities to meet the individuals' current and 
future needs. The Committee’s work should include an analysis of Ohio’s capacity of the health care 
system including health care professionals needed to meet the growing number and needs of those with 
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia; how Ohio can equip and prepare these professionals and 
others to better support and care for these individuals along with an array of other recommended 
interventions; an analysis of the role of state government and its policies relative to those living with 
dementia and those who serve and support them; and, the fiscal impact of dementia on publicly-funded 
health care programs. The Committee should also integrate relevant findings of the Science Committee. 
Summaries, along with findings and recommendations should be authored as a result of these analyses 
for inclusion in the report.  
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Science Committee  
The Science Committee is expected to identify new and best practices that support early detection and 
progressive interventions that support Ohioans living with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia. 
Efforts should equally be focused on methods that position Ohio to harness research and science that 
can be integrated into clinical practice. The Committee should also infuse assessments of the current 
state of interventions used in Ohio’s various settings of care and identify gaps that must be addressed. 
The Committee should consider quality care measures, trainings, the current state and ability of Ohio’s 
healthcare and long-term care settings to implement interventions and recommend transition strategies 
that heighten successful adoption and use. The Committee should also integrate relevant findings of the 
Capacity Committee and seek information from the Experience Committee to guide analyses. Analysis of 
the Strategic Action Plan on Aging is encouraged relative to population health needs of those with 
dementia, their caregivers, and health care systems’ needs. Summaries, along with findings and 
recommendations should be authored for inclusion in the report.  
 
Experience Committee  
The Experience Committee is expected to gain a comprehensive understanding of the needs and 
experiences of persons living with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia and their caregivers. 
Analyses and findings should be informed by personal narratives, expert and community perspectives, 
research, data and other approaches determined by the Committee.  Efforts should be made to ensure 
inclusion of all populations with special consideration given to the collective and unique needs due to 
race, gender, socioeconomic status, religion, sexual orientation, disabilities, risks and co-morbidities or 
other factors. Experience Committee should also address their charge listed in the reference table of 
topics. The Committee should collaborate with and contribute to the other committees to inform and 
strengthen findings and recommendations that improve the experiences for persons living with 
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia, caregivers, healthcare providers, long-term care facilities, and 
community leaders and businesses. Summaries, along with findings and recommendations should be 
authored for inclusion in the report. 
 
 
Public/Open Meetings Presentation 
Tessie gave an overview of Ohio’s Open Meeting Act. 
 
Committee Sessions  

Members of the task force left the meeting to attend the inaugural meetings of their respective 

committees. Members all returned to the full meeting at the conclusion of their committee meetings.  

 

Capacity Committee 

Committee Members: Salli Bollin, Leanne Smith, Pete Van Runkle, Jean Thompson, Stephanie Howse 

Administration attendees: Alex Lapso, Director Maureen Cochran, Director Ursel McElroy 

Chair Selection: Salli Bollin was elected as Chair of the Capacity Committee 

Facilitator: Committee members discussed the possibility of rotating the responsibilities of note taking. 

Rep. Howse agreed to take notes for the March 29, 2021 meeting 

 

Review of Capacity Committee’s work 

• The committee discussed their charge and offered suggestions and recommendations: 

o Capacity Committee  
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▪ #1 - The state's role in providing or facilitating long-term care, family caregiver 

support, and assistance to those with early-stage or early-onset Alzheimer's 

disease or related dementias 

▪ #3 - The fiscal impact of Alzheimer's disease and related dementias on publicly 

funded health care programs 

▪ #5 - The type, cost, and availability of dementia care services 

▪ #8 - Home and community-based services, including respite care, for individuals 

diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease or related dementias and their families 

▪ #9 - Number and availability of long-term care dementia units or providers 

(something the committee would like added) 

▪ #11 - Assisted living options for individuals diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease 

or related dementias 

▪ #19 - Increasing the number of health care professionals necessary to treat the 

growing aging and Alzheimer's disease and dementia populations 

▪ #21 - Improving long-term care, including assisted living, for those with 

Alzheimer's disease or related dementias (something the committee would like 

added) 

▪ #22 - Assisting unpaid Alzheimer's disease or dementia caregivers 

▪ #25 - Improving the collection of data and information related to Alzheimer's 

disease and related dementias and their public health burdens 

o Experience Committee 

▪ #18 - Equipping health care professionals and others to better care for 

individuals with Alzheimer's disease or related dementias (suggested move to 

Experience Committee from Capacity Committee) 

▪ #24 - Promoting activities to maintain and improve brain health (already in 

Experience Committee, but believe the expertise is within the Capacity 

committee) 

▪ #26 - Improving public safety and addressing the safety-related needs of those 

with Alzheimer's disease or related dementias (suggested move to Experience 

Committee from Capacity Committee) 

▪ #27 - Addressing legal protections for, and legal issues faced by, individuals with 

Alzheimer's disease or related dementias (suggested move to Experience 

Committee from Capacity Committee) 

o Science Committee 

▪ #10 - The adequacy and appropriateness of geriatric psychiatric units for 

individuals with behavioral disorders associated with Alzheimer's disease and 

related dementias 

▪ #17 - Evaluating the capacity of the health care system in meeting the growing 

number and needs of those with Alzheimer's disease and related dementias 

▪ #23 - Increasing and improving research on Alzheimer's disease and related 

dementias (suggested move to Science Committee) 

▪ #25 - Improving the collection of data and information related to Alzheimer's 

disease and related dementias and their public health burdens 

o All Committees 
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▪ #2 – The state’s policies regarding individuals with Alzheimer’s disease or 

related dementias 

▪ #4 – The establishment of a surveillance system to better determine the 

number of individuals diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease or related dementias 

and to monitor changes to such numbers 

▪ #28 – Improving the ways in which the government evaluates and adopts 

policies to assist individuals diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease or related 

dementias and their families 

• Timeline 

o Committee members discussed possibly working with the sponsors of the bill to extend 

the August 2021 deadline due to the COVID-19 pandemic  

• Next Meeting  

o Tuesday, April 13 at 8am 

• Additional Information 

o Science Committee has research that can be helpful for the Capacity Committee focused 

on #22 (Assisting unpaid Alzheimer's disease or dementia caregivers) 

Science Committee  

Committee Members:  Trey Addison, Greg Cini, Bonnie Burman, Lori Stevic-Rust, Jennifer Drost,  
Tina Hochwalt  
Chair Selection: Trey Addison, Lori Stevic-Rust, and Greg Cini are co-chairs 
Facilitator:  Greg Cini 
 
Review of Science Committee’s work  

• The committee offered the opportunity for members to introduce themselves. 

• The committee discussed their charge and offered suggestions and recommendations: 

o The committee recommends adding the following topics to their charge: 

o #15 – Improving the health care received by individuals diagnosed with Alzheimer's 

disease or related dementias 

o #16 – Improving the quality of the health care system in serving individuals diagnosed 

with Alzheimer's disease or related dementias 

o #26 – Improving public safety and addressing the safety-related needs of those with 

Alzheimer's disease or related dementias 

o #27 – Addressing legal protections for, and legal issues faced by, individuals with 

Alzheimer's disease or related dementias 

• The committee suggested removing #9 (Number and availability of long-term care dementia 

units or providers) and refer that work to the Capacity Committee 

• The committee will share findings on #22 (Assisting unpaid Alzheimer's disease or dementia 

caregivers) with the Capacity Committee 

• Meetings will be one-hour in length 

o First meeting is April 12 

• The committee suggested using SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) 

analysis to achieve their work 

• The committee considered identifying research experts on the task force 
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Experience Committee  
Committee Members: Pam Reese, Kathryn Brod, Rhonda Johnson, Doug Beach, Melissa Schiffel, 
Jennifer Blough, Leader Yuko, Diane Pekunka, Beverley Laubert 
Chair Selection: Pam Reese was elected as Chair of the Experience Committee 
Facilitator: Kathryn Brod wad selected as the facilitator of the Experience Committee 
 
Review of the Experience Committee’s work 

• Pam Reese will chair the committee and Kathryn Boyd will assist with the administrative duties 
of the committee as facilitator 

• The committee did not offer any recommendations or suggestions to committee assigned topics 
but decided it would be good to have some information as benchmarks; for example, addressing 
questions such as today’s current dementia requirement training for employees 

• First two scheduled committee meetings will be April 5 and 9 from 1:00-2:30pm 
 
The Share File folder will be the source of communication for the task force committees.  
 
Next meeting will be April 26 at 10:00am.  
 
Meeting Adjourned  
Pete Van Runkle moved that the meeting of the Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Task Force 
be adjourned. Ombudsman Laubert seconded the motion. Without objection, the meeting of the 
Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Task Force adjourned at 11:59am. 
 
 
 
 
 


