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Welcome!
Since 1977, more than 450 individuals have been
inducted into the Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of Fame.
The hall recognizes the many ways Ohio’s elders are
living “Well Beyond 60” and continuing to grow, thrive
and contribute throughout their lives. Its members are
leaders, advocates and role models, and personify the
many ways our elders are a precious resource for our
state, nation and beyond.
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■ Pledge to challenge ageist views and negative stereotypes
about aging wherever you see them;

Bonnie K.
Burman, Sc.D.

Leading our ceremony today
are Bonnie K. Burman,
director of the Ohio
Department of Aging, and
Jacqi Bradley, director of
the Area Agency on Aging 3
in Lima, Ohio, and president
of the Ohio Association of
Area Agencies on Aging.

This year’s honorees have elevated Ohio and their
communities to the national and international stage,
as well as created and fostered opportunities for their
neighbors to live “Well Beyond 60.” Please join us in
honoring them for their achievements.

Jaquelyn
Bradley

■ Pledge to make lifestyle changes that will decrease the
likelihood of chronic disease and injury as you age;
The Ohio Department of Aging Acknowledges:

■ Pledge to help others understand that aging has both
challenges and benefits at every stage of life;
■ Pledge to remember that all Ohioans deserve opportunities
to grow, thrive and contribute throughout their lifespans; and
■ Pledge to make aging your business and challenge your
community leaders, business owners, co-workers, family and
friends to make aging their business, too!
Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of Fame

Mrs. Ginni Ragan for her contribution to this event, and
Ohio’s aging network professionals for their dedicated service on behalf of Ohio’s elders.

“A happy life is one spent
in learning, earning and
yearning.”

Entertainer and 1979 Ohio Senior Citizens
Hall of Fame Inductee, Lillian Gish
Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of Fame

2016 Inductees
Elevating Ohio and their communities to the national and international stage
Al Abrams (posthumous), Findlay – Al is regarded as an “international music
industry public relations icon” who helped launch Motown Records, and served as
the company’s first publicist. Throughout his life and career, he ensured that the
legacy of black history and black music was honored worldwide.
John Eicher, Oxford – John is a professor emeritus of chemistry who worked on
notable endeavors including the Hughes Laboratories and the Manhattan Project.
A perpetual learner, John is active today in Miami University of Ohio’s Institute for
Learning in Retirement, both as a teacher and a student.
Annie Glenn, Columbus – Annie overcame a debilitating stuttering problem at
age 53. Since then, she has been an advocate for speech and hearing therapy.
Her courage and example has inspired countless others with communicative
disorders, and she has worked diligently to promote effective therapies.
Caroline N. Luhta, Concord Township – Connie has served seven terms as a
Concord Township trustee and has spent most of her life operating the Concord
Air Park. She works to preserve the history of fellow women in aviation with the
International Women’s Air & Space Museum in Cleveland.
Gloria J. Renda, Steubenville – Gloria worked for 27 years as librarian in
Jefferson County Schools and has helped bring literacy to countless neighbors.
She led efforts to restore a one-room brick school house. She teaches English
internationally in Italy, Spain and Mexico.
Creating and fostering opportunities for neighbors to live”Well Beyond 60”
Sister Jerome Corcoran, Canfield – Sister Jerome has developed programs to
support children in school and help adults develop reading and job skills. She
founded the Millcreek Children’s Center, which she directed for 36 years, and
recently retired from another labor of love, Sister Jerome’s Mission.

Al Abrams
A

(posthumous)

Findlay

l Abrams broke down social and racial barriers and played an important role in shaping
not just music history, but American history. Growing up Jewish in America’s heartland, Al was a
journalist, author and civil rights activist who helped establish Motown Records.
Al was Berry Gordy, Jr.’s first employee in 1959, before Motown was
even Motown. His job was to change the media’s negative perception of
teen music and black culture. Young Al quickly earned the title of press
director and guided the early careers of artists like Stevie Wonder, the
Supremes and Smokey Robinson & The Miracles, among others.
At a time when communities were still largely divided by race, Al was
putting Motown artists on the airwaves, into communities and into
people’s homes.
Creativity was Al’s main tool in swaying the press. He arranged photo
shoots of artists with state and local politicians and staged free, local appearances designed
not for publicity, but to bring the community together.
Al wasn’t interested in personal fame or financial reward. He valued his relationships
with artists, radio stations, news media and others. With natural charm and chutzpah, he
contributed to the civil rights movement in a way that few white people did.
Al left Motown in 1967 to start his own public relations firm. In the 1980s, he began a
journalism career as a reporter, editor and freelancer. He wrote 11 books and was proudest of
Special Treatment: The Untold Story of Thousands of Jews in Hitler’s Third Reich (Pub. 1985).

Michael E. Jackson, Tipp City – A retired Air Force Lt. Colonel, Mike is executive
director emeritus of the National Aviation Hall of Fame in Dayton. He helped honor
Vietnam veterans with Operation Welcome Home celebrations, and established
the American Veterans Institute to help fellow veterans.

Al chronicled his Motown career in Hype & Soul: Behind The Scenes At Motown, a 2011 coffee
table book filled with rare Mowtown memorabilia and keepsakes. The book spawned a 2013
traveling exhibit, “Motown Black & White.” He co-wrote the musical Memories of Motown with
fellow Motown alum Mickey Stevenson that ran for a month in Berlin, Germany in 2009.

Yung-Chen Lu, Ph.D., Columbus – Dr. Lu is a professor emeritus of mathematics
at The Ohio State University. He co-founded the Chinese American Association
of Central Ohio and helped established a free clinic for those unable to speak
English. He is the inspirational force behind the Columbus Asian Festival.

A follow up to Hype & Soul titled High on Soul: Tell Me It’s Just A Rumor
Berry is scheduled for publication in 2017.

Sandra L. Ogle, Rockbridge – Sandy has served her community both as a
township trustee and a county commissioner. She advocates to fight opiate drug
addiction and provides opportunities for those in recovery. She advocates for
elders through the local senior center and adult protective services.
E. J. Thomas, New Albany – E.J. is a retired Air Force Colonel and pilot. He
served eight terms in the Ohio House of Representatives. Since retiring from
the legislature, he has lead Habitat for Humanity-MidOhio that provides housing
assistance for those in need.

Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of Fame

People within the music industry often asked Al why he lived in Findlay,
Ohio. The truth was, Al was a Midwesterner at heart and called both Ohio
and Michigan home because of the strong work ethic and family values.
He loved the Great Lakes and enjoyed the changing seasons.
Al passed away from cancer in October 2015. His wife Nancy, their
daughter Alannah and two granddaughters, Margot Emery and Luca
Elianna, keep his heart and spirit alive by continuing his legacy.
He worked tirelessly to promote diversity and talent and lived his life behind the scenes while
helping shape America’s soundtrack. Because of Al, many others live in a better world and in
better times.

Elevating Ohio and his community to the national and international stage

Sister Jerome Corcoran
S

Canfield

ister Jerome Corcoran is affectionately known as the “The little nun who gets things done,”
and she doesn’t view her recent 100th birthday as a reason to sit back and relax.
Born in Chicago, Sister Jerome came to the Youngstown area with her
family when she was seven years old. She was driven to make her life’s
path a combination of the two things she loved most: education and
helping the poor. Her life’s work has been to help people of all ages get
a better education, one that they might not otherwise have been able to
receive without her help.
Sister Jerome began helping the poor during the Great Depression
while she was a young nun living in a convent in Youngstown. Jobs were
scarce and people were losing their homes. When she was teaching
school in the 1940s, Sister Jerome was always asking for $5 to buy
shoes for needy students. In the 1970’s, a columnist for the Youngstown Vindicator wrote
about Sister Jerome needing money for shoes and readers gave generously. In fact, some of
those readers are still sending money for shoes for poor children.
In the 1960s, Sister Jerome received an anti-poverty grant of $55,000 to assist 100 children
in the public and parochial schools with their reading skills. Under her program, the students
improved 1.5 grades in reading after only nine months of after-school instruction. A few years
later, she and her fellow Ursuline Sisters created GED classes for the children’s parents who
were at risk of losing their jobs without a diploma or GED.
In 1976 she created the Millcreek Children’s Center for preschool children of working poor
parents. In 1998, she and Sister Mary Dunn created the Youngstown Community School to
serve poor children in kindergarten through sixth grade.
Sister Jerome currently tutors residents at the Community Corrections Association to help
them acquire their GEDs. Prior to that, she was raising money and running Sister Jerome’s
Mission, until she retired a few months ago. Sister Jerome has the highest praise for her
volunteer advisory committee.
In October 2015, Sister Jerome was honored with a centennial
celebration of her work and her life. She is the recipient of the 2015
William Holmes McGuffey Senior Service Award for her lifetime of service
in children’s education. Her other awards include, the Sargent Shriver
Anti-Poverty Remedial Reading Award, Ohio Department of Education
Pioneer in Education Award, and the Younstown Chamber of Commerce
William G. Lyden Spirit of the Valley Award.
Sister Jerome believes that living “Well Beyond 60” involves seeing
work that needs to be done, doing the work wholeheartedly and feeling
satisfied that you were able to help someone along the way. She likens growing older to a
Yiddish proverb: “No one is old until regrets take the place of dreams.”
Creating and fostering opportunities for neighbors to live”Well Beyond 60”

John Eicher
J

Oxford

ohn Eicher leads a double life. At Miami University you will find him either behind a student’s
desk or in front of the class. He has taught college courses for more than 75 years, and he still
enjoys being a student. This professor emeritus has not only shaped countless minds in the
field of organic chemistry, but he also has experienced and contributed to some of the most
significant events in world history.
Growing up in Dayton, John attended Fairview High School, where he
excelled in science, history and philosophy and became a lab assistant.
He placed first in a district scholarship test and was awarded an Ohio
State scholarship award in chemistry
John earned his Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry from Purdue
University in 1942, where he taught his first course in industrial
mineralogy in 1940 as a student. He returned home to The Ohio State
University, where he assisted in the preparation of various hydrocarbons
including one used as a fuel for fighter planes during WWII.
In the summer of 1943, John began working on what was to become known as the Manhattan
Project, with other scientists at Columbia University in New York City. As a research chemist, he
worked with project leaders and Nobel Prize winners from all over the country, including Project
Director U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Major General Leslie Groves. “I lived a double life,” John
said of his time working on the top-secret project.
At the end of the war, John returned to Purdue, where he completed his his Ph.D., conducted
research and taught graduate-level organic chemistry. In 1952, he became life-long friends
with Nobel Prize winning scientist Linus Pauling.
John began working as a professor in the chemistry department at Miami University. He
helped design the Hughes Laboratories and was instrumental in establishing the chemistry
department’s doctoral program.
John formally retired from Miami University in 1989, after 37 years
of teaching. However, he continues to teach in Miami’s Institute for
Learning in Retirement. Since 2002, John has taught 25 classes and
has been a student in many more.
John and his wife Susan raised two children together, Nancy and David.
Susan passed away in 1983. In 2008, John toured Europe for the first
time on a trip to France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Austria, Poland and
Great Britain with his son and grandson, Christopher.
John said his secret to living “Well Beyond 60” is heredity and his addiction to chocolate which,
he points out, contains cinnamic, truxillic and truxinic acids. His mother and grandparents lived
into their 90s. Perpetual teaching and learning is also part of his longevity formula. John feels
he still has more history in him to teach and share, and even more history to create.

Elevating Ohio and his community to the national and international stage

Annie Glenn
“L

Columbus

ike a butterfly that emerged from its cocoon,” is how Annie Glenn described overcoming
her stutter. The spotlight she desperately avoided for so many years now shines on her as the
face of hope and an advocate for everyone struggling with communication impairments.
Annie’s story begins in New Concord, Ohio, where she attended
Muskingum College, and married her childhood playmate and high
school sweetheart, John Glenn, Jr. As her husband’s career ascended,
Annie was thrust into the limelight, a place she never wanted to be.
Like her father, Annie struggled with severe stuttering. Even simple
tasks were very challenging, since it affected 85 percent of her speech.
For years, Annie tried various therapies and treatments for her stutter,
but found no relief. In 1973, she finally gained control over her own
speech through an intensive program in Roanoke, Virginia.
Annie’s lifelong work has been about serving the interests of children, elders and people with
disabilities. She has served on the advisory board for the National Center for Survivors of
Childhood Abuse; the advisory panel of the Central Ohio Speech and Hearing Association; and
the advisory board of the John Glenn College of Public Affairs at The Ohio State University.
Annie is an adjunct professor with the speech pathology program at The Ohio State
University’s Department of Speech and Hearing Science. Not only does she lecture graduate
students, but she also maintains ongoing contacts with young people. Her empathy and
compassion are genuine and deeply rooted in her own experiences.
In 1983, Annie received the first national award of the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association for inspiring people with communicative disorders. The National Association
for Hearing and Speech Action honored her in 1987 by asking her to present the first
annual “Annie Glenn Award” for achieving distinction despite having a
communicative disorder.
The Ohio House of Representatives recently passed a bill officially
designating February 17, Annie’s birthday, as “Annie Glenn
Communication Disorders Awareness Day.”
The Glenns celebrated their 73rd wedding anniversary in 2016. In 2015,
a section of 17th Avenue between Tuttle Park Place and College Road
was renamed “Annie & John Glenn Avenue,” and in 2009, the Glenns
were special guests to officially dot the “i” of The Ohio State University
Marching Band’s Script Ohio formation. They have two children, David
and Lyn, and two grandchildren, Daniel and Zach.
Annie remembers reading a bedtime story to her grandson, something she was never able to
do for her own children. “Being able to talk to people is something I could never do,” Annie
says. “My life is like a dream.”

Elevating Ohio and her community to the national and international stage

Michael E. Jackson
L

Tipp City

t. Col. Michael E. Jackson, United States Air Force, retired, has led a life of service to his
country and to his community. Mike’s Air Force experience in Vietnam set the stage for him to
serve our nation’s men and women in uniform, even after their return to civilian life.
Mike flew 210 combat missions over Vietnam and developed a forward
air controller training program that was implemented by the South
Vietnamese Air Force. In 1992, Mike became the executive director of
the National Aviation Hall of Fame in Dayton. He eliminated the nonprofit organization’s debt, which paved the way for tremendous growth.
While writing his memoir, Mike began building the partnership that
would organize the first Operation Welcome Home celebration to
give Vietnam veterans the celebratory reception they never received.
Veterans were so moved by the first celebration that requests for local
and regional celebrations came pouring in.
In 2004, Mike established the American Veterans Institute, which assisted veterans and their
families. He has raised awareness and helped hundreds of elderly and disabled veterans
access the Improved Pension Program, a little-known government benefit.
Through public appearances, Mike helped veterans separating from the military or retiring
military personnel market themselves into current workforce needs. He also provided needy
veterans with interviewing clothes so that they could make a good impression. Mike and his
organizations have never charged for the services they have provided to veterans.
Mike published his first book, a memoir, Naked in Da Nang, in 2004 and is currently working on
its sequel. He has also written and edited children’s books to encourage youth to look for the
heroes in their own families and appeared on several television documentaries about veterans’
issues, aviation history and military affairs.
During his military career, Mike received numerous decorations,
including the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Purple Heart. In 1997,
he became one of the youngest living inductees to the Ohio Veterans Hall
of Fame and in 2003, named Distinguished Museum Professional of the
Year by the Ohio Museums Association.
In 2012, Mike and his wife Karen established the Mike and Karen
Jackson Endowed Scholarship in the Gladys W. and David H. Patton
College of Education at Ohio University.
Mike believes the secret to living “Well Beyond 60” is having challenging and long-term goals
that give you something to accomplish each day. He enjoys spending time with Karen, their two
daughters and his grandchildren, as well as meeting up with friends for breakfast every day.
Mike is very active in his community, in his church and in his efforts to leave every person and
situation a little better than he found them.
Creating and fostering opportunities for neighbors to live”Well Beyond 60”

Yung-Chen Lu,
D

Columbus

Caroline N. Luhta

Ph.D.

r. Yung-Chen Lu is an accomplished mathematician whose work in his community and
love for his cultural heritage have added up to create better lives for his neighbors and helped
elevate central Ohio to the international stage.
Dr. Lu is a professor emeritus of the mathematics department at The
Ohio State University. His book, Singularity Theory and an Introduction
to the Catastrophe Theory, has had five printings in four years.
In the early 1980s he was involved in numerous organizations,
particularly in the Asian community. “I found myself itching to do more
in life, to find fulfillment in helping others, and I wanted to contribute to
the community while remaining rooted in my Asian heritage.”
It was through his involvement with LifeCare Alliance in 1994 that Dr.
Lu founded the Asian Meal Program to provide nutritious hot lunches
for our Asian-American elders. It offers a place for them to socialize and receive health
education and screenings during meal time. Today, the Asian Meal Program serves 350 meals
a week and has benefitted more than 3,800 people.

C

Concord Township

aroline N. Luhta has been long regarded as “a politician with no enemies” for her ability to
unite people toward a cause. Connie, as she is commonly known, has served her township with
a sense of fair play and concern for the welfare of the people she represents. An accomplished
aviation professional, she sets an example that inspires others to soar with her.
Connie spent her early years earning her Bachelor of Arts in chemistry
from Ohio Wesleyan University in 1952, and graduated from Lake Erie
College in 1977 with a Bachelor of Science degree, Magna cum Laude,
in business administration.
Connie and her husband Adolph operated the Painesville Flying Service,
where he taught her how to fly at a time when there were few female
pilots. She became president of the flying service after Adolph passed
away in 1993. She participated in 12 international air races as well as
17 proficiency races and 10 national coast-to-coast air races.

Dr. Lu then expanded his vision and founded the Columbus Asian Festival in 1995 to
showcase his heritage in central Ohio. The festival is an opportunity to celebrate diverse
cultures as well as provide free education and health screenings.

Connie keeps her aviation and flight instruction certificates current, and is a registered member
of the United Flying Octogenarians, Experimental Aircraft Association, Silver Wings and the
Ninety-Nines. She is the motivating force of the International Women’s Air & Space Museum
at Burke Lakefront Airport in Cleveland, where she has been president since 1998, devoting
hundreds of volunteer hours each year.

Dr. Lu started the Asian Free Clinic, which provides care to about 400 people annually. The
clinic serves Asian-only speaking patients while giving medical students on-site medical
experience.

Connie has been an inspiration to young people fascinated by aviation, many of whom regularly
gather at her airpark to watch airplanes come and go. In the airport’s heyday, from the 1960s
through 1980s, Connie gave many young people their first plane ride.

Dr. Lu helped establish The Governor’s Asian-American Pacific Islander Advisory Council, and
until recently, served as chair. Since 2009, he spearheads the annual Asian Legislative Day.

Connie currently is serving her seventh term as a trustee of Concord Township, where she has
resided for 48 years. She has worked tirelessly to build a better community for all, from single
and multi-family homes, commercial establishments, public parks, schools, cultural centers
and public gathering places. Connie is lay member of the grievance
committee of the Lake County Bar Association. She has also served
as the Northeast Ohio General Hospital trustee and Sohio Speakers’
Bureau. She is a 2001 inductee into the Harvey Alumni Association Hall
of Fame and the 2014 recipient of the Frances P. Bolton Award from the
Republican Women’s Club of Lake County.

Dr. Lu is a recipient of the 2008 LifeCare Alliance Geraldine Hayes Spirit
Award, 2012 Governor’s Martin Luther King Humanitarian Award and
was inducted into the 2013 Central Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of Fame.
Dr. Lu keeps his body active by walking every day and playing tennis,
and keeps his mind active by learning and keeping up with the latest
technology. His wife Katherine has been his biggest supporter of all of
his endeavors.
When Dr. Lu began, there were no supports or programs for the Asian
community. His vision has evolved and grown to become part of the Ohio
story.
“In the Asian culture, we always bow to our elders out of respect, which is very important. And
we always do that from the bottom of our hearts,” Dr. Lu said.
Dr. Lu, we bow to you and extend our gratitude to you from the bottom of our hearts.
Creating and fostering opportunities for neighbors to live”Well Beyond 60”

Connie loves all things aviation, including history. She enjoys doing
family genealogy research and her heart and home has been a haven
for several rescue dogs, and is considering adopting again. Connie has a
daughter with Adolph and is mother to two stepchildren.
To everyone around her, Connie remains unassuming, vibrant, humble,
loving and a giving friend to all. Connie says, “I like to think that my efforts have made my
sphere of influence a kinder, happier place.”

Elevating Ohio and her community to the national and international stage

Sandra L. Ogle
S

Rockbridge

andra L. Ogle wakes up every morning feeling excited and wants to share it. As a Hocking
County commissioner, she has made contributions that have made her community a better
place to visit and call home, but she also works hard to ensure that those in her community
share her excitement and pride for the region.
Since she retired, she has had several small businesses, including the
Appalachian Art and Craft Market, Ralph’s Ice Cream and Sandy Sue’s
Silver Diner. Sandy and her husband Ralph still tend to their 260 acre
farm.
Sandy decided to run for public office when someone told her she
wouldn’t get elected as the township trustee. The words, “can’t” and
“won’t” aren’t in her vocabulary. She served as a Laurel Township
trustee in Hocking County for 12 years. Sandy then ran for Hocking
County commissioner, and today, is about to start her third term. She
is involved with the Hocking Family & Children First Council, the Logan
Town Center and the Washboard Festival Committee.
Sandy’s passion to serve was borne from her experiences as caregiver. As a young girl, Sandy
cared for her mother and sister, who both had severe asthma. Later in life, Sandy cared for
them again, along with their neighbor, so that everyone could remain in their own homes.
In small, rural communities like Sandy’s, the value of seniors giving back is critical. She serves
on the Buckeye Hills Area Agency on Aging 8 Regional Advisory Council and enjoys stopping
by the Scenic Hills Senior Center in Logan to talk with seniors. She is on the Hocking, Vinton
and Ross Adult Protective Services taskforce. Sandy also advocates for the children of her
community and is an avid supporter of Hocking County 4-H.
One of her biggest challenges is taking on the drug problem by serving on the Hocking Opiate
Task Force and the annual Opiate Town Hall. She works closely with the local judge to provide
recovering ex-offenders with training opportunities through local businesses.
Sandy received the 2013 Barton Holl Citizenship Award from the
Hocking County Chamber of Commerce and in 2014, the Scenic Hills
Senior Center named her Senior of the Year.
Sandy and Ralph have been married for 60 years and have three
children, eight grandchildren (two of which they raised) and 11 greatgrandchildren.
Sandy said her secret to living “Well Beyond 60” is about happiness. “Be
happy with yourself. Do all that you can to live your life to be an influence
to others,” she says. “Always remember where you’ve come from, and no
matter how high up you get, never forget who put you there. The Lord has
blessed me with good health, so we should do things to not let it go to waste.”
Creating and fostering opportunities for neighbors to live”Well Beyond 60”

Gloria J. Renda
G

Steubenville

loria J. Renda lives by the mantra, “it is in giving that we receive.” For 27 years, she
helped shape the minds of young people in her community as a librarian and media specialist
in the Edison Local School District. She believes that a life-saving heart bypass surgery 25
years ago gave her a second chance, and was determined not to squander it. She has been
volunteering ever since. She shows people hope, she gives them light and she brings them
joy by living her faith and never giving up.
Gloria used her master’s degree and work experience in library science
to tackle local literacy issues. She wrote a VISTA grant proposal and
founded the Upper Ohio Valley Adult Literacy Council. At the local
hospital, she and her trained volunteers distributed books to young
mothers and discussed with them the importance of reading to their
children. Through the literacy council, she started a class at the Ohio
Valley Hospital obstetrics clinic to help mothers-to-be to read to their
children in the womb.
In 1996, she became a charter member of the Academy of Lifelong
Learning at the Franciscan University of Steubenville where she serves
as curriculum chairperson.
Gloria travels internationally to teach English. In October 2001, under the auspices of Global
Volunteers, she taught English in the schools of Ostuni, Italy. She currently is tutoring a group
of Spanish nuns in English and has taught English and reading to children in a small fishing
village of Zihuatanejo, Mexico, where she also has helped to build a village library.
Gloria lived for three months in a museum on the White River Apache Reservation in Arizona
as part of the North American Cultural Project at the University of Indiana. She has been a
regular every summer for the past 15 years at the Chautauqua Institution.
In 2008, Gloria recruited fellow retired teacher friends to help restore the 1880, one-room,
brick school house in Steubenville. The Pleasant Hill One Room School
is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places. During the
renovation of the school house, Gloria recruited inmates from the
Jefferson County Correctional Facility for much of the restoration work.
Gloria sings in her church choir and serves as eucharistic minister
at Holy Rosary Church, the Trinity Health System Hospital and to
neighborhood “shut-ins.” She also volunteers for the Special Olympics
track and field meet every year, where she ushers athletes onto the
awards stand. Keeping an active and healthy lifestyle is what Gloria
believes is the key to living “Well Beyond 60.”
Gloria was honored as “Point of Light Number 321” from President George H.W. Bush in
1991 for her work with the Upper Ohio Valley Adult Literacy Council.

Elevating Ohio and her community to the national and international stage
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E. J. Thomas
E.J.

New Albany

Thomas is a retired Air Force colonel who flew 32 missions in the first Gulf War,
which ran concurrent with his tenure in the Ohio House of Representatives. Today, he serves
as president and CEO of Habitat for Humanity-MidOhio, where he is a strong advocate for
affordable housing. E. J. sees beyond the horizon, then rolls up his sleeves and inspires
everyone to soar with him.
E. J.’s service flying career began in the United States Air Force, where he subsequently
became an instructor and flew during the first Persian Gulf War. He retired after 32 years
as the director of operations for the Ohio Air National Guard. For his
legislative service on behalf of our men and women in uniform, he
received the Charles Dick Medal of Merit that recognizes contributions
to the National Guard by elected representatives.
E. J. served in the 27th House District in the Ohio House of
Representatives for eight terms. He specialized in state fiscal policy
as chairman of both the finance and appropriations and ways and
means committees, and shepherded five budget bills totaling more
than $44 billion. He also co-authored and saw through passage the
Nurse Practice Act and was the prime sponsor of two pain management
measures. All three of these pieces of legislation helped pave the way for improved health
care quality, pain management and patient-centered care, especially for terminal patients.
Habitat for Humanity of Ohio, an organization that helps deserving low-income families realize
their dream of home ownership, recruited E. J. as president and CEO of the of the MidOhio
affiliate. Under his leadership, the Madison and Licking county affiliates were subsumed with
Franklin county into Habitat for Humanity-MidOhio. By the end of 2017, Habitat-MidOhio will
be able to more than triple the number of families that they serve, placing them in the top
seven percent of affiliates in the U.S. (out of 1,400). During his time with Habitat, his affiliate
was awarded The Columbus Foundation Award in 2012. In addition, E. J. was honored by
Columbus CEO magazine as 2013 CEO of the Year.
E. J. credits his parents for teaching him the value of working hard and
giving his best. The other inspirational people in his life have been those
who were never famous.
It is his family and friends that keeps him grounded. He has two adult
children, Eddie and Alicia, and is raising his 15-year-old daughter, Rose.
The gearhead in him still enjoys working on anything with moving parts,
from cars, to boats, to airplanes, to a 1948 Seeburg jukebox that he
totally rebuilt. He enjoys taking WWII Army Air Corps and Navy pilots
flying in his 1942 Stearman, the primary trainer of the period for all
military pilots. Many have not been in their trainer since the early 1940s. Sharing their stories
and love of aviation over the intercom keeps these generations connected.
Creating and fostering opportunities for neighbors to live”Well Beyond 60”
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