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ULTCS BALANCE AND FUNDING SUBCOMMITTEE 
August 31, 2010 Meeting Notes 

 
    PRESENT 
Co-chair Roland Hornbostel, ODA 
Co-chair Tracy Plouck, ODJFS/OHP 
John Alfano, AOPHA 
Loren Anthes, JFS 
Bob Applebaum, Scripps (by phone)  
Kevin Blade, ODA 
Rich Browdie, Benjamin Rose Institute on Aging 
Mary Butler, OSILC 
Doug Day, ODADAS 
Chuck Demidovich, CCAO 
Suzanne Dulaney, OACBHA 
Julie Evers, JFS 
Frank Fleischer, OCAPS 
Jodi Govern, ODH 
Bethany Hathaway, OCHCH 
Robin Harris, Governor’s Office 
Barry Jamieson, OSU 

Bev Johnson, Cerebral Palsy Association of Ohio 
Carolyn Knight, DD Council 
Beverley Laubert, State LTC Ombudsman  
Mike Luers, ODA 
Jeff Lycan, OHPCO 
Lynne Lyon, ODMH   
Mike Moore, ODA 
Grace Moran, ODA 
Chris Murray, OANH 
Steve Peishel, OBM  
Larke Recchie, OAAAA  
Sara Riegel, SEIU #1199 (by phone) 
Bill Sundermeyer, AARP 
Jean Thompson, OALA  
Tim Tobin, OLRS 
Pete Van Runkle, OHCA 

 
MATERIALS/HANDOUTS 
Scripps’ Background Issues in Setting Balance Goals 
Recommendation #2 Revised 
Recommendation #8 Revised 
Recommendations Status Sheet Updated 8/30/01 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
Roland Hornbostel called for introductions.  He then set the expectations for the meeting as 
reaching consensus on the short term recommendations for the September 7th Stakeholders 
Workgroup.  He explained that recommendations from all subcommittees would be heard on that 
day, but that the voting on recommendations would occur at the October meeting which has been 
moved to October 21st at RSC. 
 
BALANCE (#1 and #15) 
Bobby Applebaum had been charged at the previous meeting with drafting an outline of some 
structure for the  balance recommendation. (See Scripps handout.)  He suggested three options:  
1) no recommendation; 2) general recommendation for access to LTSS in the setting of their 
choice, and 3) specific measurement of percentage of people or dollars dedicated to institutional 
vs. home- and community-based services.    He urged that the DD population should be 
separated for benchmarks, and suggested that the over 60 and under 60 populations be 
delineated as well.  He stated that an across-the-board improvement recommendation (#16) lacks 
merit without the data available on all SPT indicators at this time. 
 
Bill Sundermeyer’s concern over option #2 was that it doesn’t guarantee incremental progress 
since there is no measurement included.  Roland responded that any goal we set should be an 
interim goal that, once met, should be reset as a new goal.  Larke Recchie acknowledged the 
multi-faceted issue of balance but urged the group to aim for  a visible goal toward reduction of 
LTC costs.  Pete VanRunkle offered that we must commit to demonstrating progress so if Option 
#2 is selected, we need to add more specific bullets, e.g., no waiting list for specific programs. 
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Chris Murray’s concern with option #3 was whether it was merely a tracking mechanism or would 
impact policy. Tracy Plouck responded that the policy direction of the prior two administrations 
has been toward increased consumer choice, and that the state could not make arbitrary policy 
and funding decisions; regardless, any recommendation must be based on this budget 
environment and the direction this group believes ULTCS should head.   
 
John Alfano stated and Pete VanRunkle echoed that we should be tracking the person and not 
funding; the dollars don’t depict  the real goal of assuring access to services and supports 
needed.  Frank Fleischer also suggested that people would be a better indicator since dollars are 
retrospective. Rich Browdie offered that while people are ultimately more important, it is also 
necessary to track the dollars. 
 
Lynne Lyon described balance as more of a measure, where other recommendations are action 
items. Roland added that the balance goal is one of 20 or 30 initial recommendations by 
subcommittees that in totality may help move Ohio toward balance.   
 
Bill Sundermeyer wanted to make sure which recommendations were considered administrative 
for more immediate implementation, compared to those that may be legislatively delayed, 
reiterating his desire for steady, measurable progress in the biennium. 
 
In response to Rich Browdie’s suggestion to work toward moving Ohio to the national average, 
Bobby Applebaum was asked: Can we ever get Ohio to the national average, based on state 
characteristics, and how long it would take to get there?  Bobby answered affirmatively and 
suggested that the numbers were not as far off in measuring people, as opposed to funding, 
since nursing facilities have a much higher reimbursement rate.  His reservation was in the lack of 
uniformity in comparing Ohio to other states, especially for measurement of people, rather than 
dollars. Tracy Plouck expressed a preference toward keeping the goal straight forward,  sticking 
to Ohio numbers, and having the balance goal as part of an overall package of recommendations. 
 
Consensus was ultimately reached on: 

� The need to set an overarching goal. 
� The need to make some measurable, incremental progress (in the biennium) as an 

intermediate target. 
� The need to focus on people, rather than funding. 
� The infeasibility of comparison with other states, especially measured on individuals. 

 
Action Step:  Roland agreed to send out a written version on September 1st to 
allow subcommittee members to voice any strong objections for the 
recommendation prior to the September 7th presentation. 
 

EXPAND HOME FIRST (#2) 
Larke Recchie provided an overview of the recommendation to expand Home First to Ohio Home 
Care waiver (see handout).  It was explained that this recommendation would mean prioritizing, 
but would not need transfer across line items.  Instead it would necessitate a change in the 
request in numbers to CMS. 
 
General consensus was reached on the recommendation. 
 

Action Step:  Any wordsmithing concerns or suggestions should be forwarded to 
Mary Inbody for relaying to Larke Recchie. 
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MH TRANSITION PILOT (#3) 
This recommendation is for nursing home transition.  Tracy suggested crafting language to look 
at opportunities in the new budget through an amount not to exceed ____ from the nursing home 
line item transfer to the community line to provide ancillary support services to those who meet 
predetermined qualifications, e.g., Medicaid-eligible. 
 
Doug Day expressed concern around failure to address prevalence of co-occurring issues in 
SMDI population, suggesting that the pilot should be broader than Medicaid-covered services, 
e.g., family counseling. 
 
General consensus was reached on the general concept. 
 

Action Step:  Bill Sundermeyer requested discussion at an upcoming Balance and 
Funding Subcommittee meeting and/or circulation of materials regarding the 
1915(i) waiver. The impact of health care reform on this waiver may make it a 
potentially more viable option. Doug Day offered to share information on Iowa’s 
1915(i) waiver. 

 
STATEWIDE ADRNs (#4) 
(Consensus had been reached at August 2nd meeting.) 
 
INCENTIVES FOR NH CONVERSION OF BEDS TO AL (#7) 
Recommendation was deferred for consideration as longer-term recommendation and/or for 
combining with #22. 
 
EQUITABLE, SUSTAINABLE FUNDING SOURCE ACROSS ALL PROVIDERS (#8) 
Chris Murray explained that the intent of the recommendation is that proceeds be directed back to 
the cohort that pays the franchise tax.  Bobby Applebaum suggested limiting inclusion to private 
pay providers.  When Chris Murray suggested including hospitals, managed care, Roland clarified 
that it was unfair to discuss this issue without impacted stakeholder groups present, suggesting 
that it may be outside the scope of the subcommittee. 
 
Consensus NOT reached.  
 

Action Step:  Tracy Plouck suggested OHP talk with the three NF associations  
together or individually about this concern rather than creating yet another ULTCS 
workgroup, and she agreed to follow up with Chris Murray. 
 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING GRANTSEEKING TEAM (#16) 
(Consensus had been reached at August 2nd meeting.) 
 
IMPROVED QUALITY OF CARE SYSTEM (#18) 
Consensus NOT reached.  Recommendation was deferred for consideration as longer-term 
recommendation. 
 
PARTIAL, SELECTIVE CAPITATION MECHANISMS FOR NON-INSTITUTIONAL SERVICES 
(#19) 
Consensus NOT reached.  Recommendation sent back to Balance & Funding from Integration 
and Care Management Subcommittee. 
 
PROVIDER REIMBURSEMENT RATES (#20) 
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Pete VanRunkle clarified that this recommendation is to ensure adequate reimbursement for all 
providers in the continuum of services.  Jeff Lycan added that the recommendation ties back to 
quality of care, and Jean Thompson added that it was linked to workforce in the ability to sustain 
services over time. Roland Hornbostel suggested that working through EMMA would offer a 
consistent and transparent process for ratesetting going forward. 
 

Action Step:  Pete Van Runkle was asked to provide greater detail on the 
recommendation in format provided, including both Immediate and Long Term 
Steps. 

 
OTHER DEFERRED ITEMS 
#21, 22, and 23  were deferred for later discussion.  Bill Sundermeyer suggested that deferred 
items be framed out so that we can “wrestle” with them and anticipates that though not immediate 
recommendations, they will be reflected in the final documents as well. 
 
NEXT MEETING 

Action Step:  Roland agreed to work on developing a list of what the 
subcommittee plans to work on next, in addition to the five or six recommendations 
to be carried forward as short term recommendations. 

 
Action Step:  Assignments for this meeting should be submitted to Mary Inbody by 
COB Wednesday, September 1st, for inclusion with the Subcommittee’s 
recommendations. 

 
Decision on whether a meeting was needed prior to the October 21st Stakeholder Workgroup 
was tabled until it was determined from the September 7th meeting whether more work was 
needed on the initial recommendations. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:05 pm. 
 
 
(See attached table for complete list of recommendations and status.  Shading denotes 
referral to another subcommittee.) 
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BALANCE & FUNDING SUBCOMMITTEE  
RECOMMENDATIONS STATUS SHEET 
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