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Submitted by: Elizabeth Seurkamp 
Current home town: Cincinnati, Ohio 
Age: Not given 

Story of a Great American 

John Thomas Bolton, my brother, enlisted in the Marines when he was 13 years old. He went through 
training in the Marines and was leaving to go to Europe but his age was discovered and the Marines 
annulled his enlistment. He returned to Cincinnati and registered for the draft, then enlisted in the Navy 
using his draft card as proof of age. 

Then in the next two-and a-half years John saw combat action in the Atlantic and South Pacific. He was 
in the landings in North Africa and saw combat action in the Marshall Islands and Saipan. In 1944, his 
age was discovered and John was discharged. He enlisted in the Navy a second time in 1945, at age 17 
and was finally and permanently discharged in 1946. 

John married and moved to Chicago and managed a bar in a country club, then moved to Florida and 
managed a bar in a country club in Boca Raton, Fla. He then moved to Madison, Wisconsin and bought 
and managed his own bar and restaurant. He passed away at the age of 52 and worked until the very 
end. He leaves his wife Jean and five sons and a daughter. 
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