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Submitted by: Carl J. Messerly 
Current home town: Lancaster, Ohio 
Age: Not given 

This account of Eugene Messerly’s service in the U.S. Army Air Corps is submitted by his brother, Carl J. 
Messerly. I have never seen nor heard in any form of this long and perilous flight to get these planes and 
crew members to their air base in China. The base was under construction during their arrival. These 
remarkable men and their accomplishments need to be recorded for historians of the future along with 
other brave exploits of the Army Air Corps in World War II. 

Eugene Francis Messerly was born in 1922, in Lancaster, Ohio, in the home of his parents Francis E. and 
Pauline M. Messerly,. He was the first of nine children. He enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps on Sept. 
11, 1941. He married Rose Angeline Rizzo in April 1944, in Paterson, New Jersey. They had one child, 
Rosemary T. Messerly. Eugene retired Nov. 30, 1962, as a Captain in the Air Force, having been awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross and other medals. Eugene Messerly died in July 1995, in Tampa, Florida. 

The account of the flight Eugene Messerly made is recorded in “Messerly Family History” on pages 202 
and 203: 

Eugene F. Messerly enlisted in the Army Air Corps on Sept. 11, 1941, and took his training at 
Sheppard Army Air Base, Wichita Falls, Texas. He took additional training at other bases and was 
sent to Salina, Kansas, to pick up a new B-24 heavy bomber. On Jan. 13, 1943, thirty-five 
bombers left Salina for De Rodder, Louisiana, and next to Morrison Field, West Palm, Florida. On 
Feb. 15, 1943, thirty planes left on the flight to Boringuen Field, Puerto Rico; next to Atkinson 
Field, Georgetown British Guinea; next to Belen, Brazil, next to Natal, Brazil. There, maintenance 
on the aircraft was done for the next flight to Ascension Island in the middle of the South 
Atlantic.  

From Ascension Island, they flew northeast to Accra, British West Africa; next to Maidugure, 
Nigeria; and on March 1, 1943, from Maidugure to Khartoum, Egypt. They left Khartoum on 
March 2, 1943, and arrived at Aden, Arabia, on the same day. On March 3, 1943, they left Aden 
and refueled at Salalah, Arabia, and arrived at Karachi, India, on March 4, 1943; left Karachi and 
arrived the same day (March 5, 1943) at Agra, India. They stayed there fourteen days, preparing 
the aircraft and loading it with fuel and armaments for their first flight over the Himalaya 
Mountains to China.  

The flight from the U.S. to China was 12,000 miles with 26 B-24 bombers finishing the trip. T/Sgt. 
Eugene F. Messerly was a member of the 14th Army Air Corps, the 308th Bomb Group, the 375th 
Squadron, bomber #24222. He served in China thirteen months, making 26 flights over the 
Himalaya Mountains and fifty combat missions. The 308th Bomb Group was the first to bomb 



www.aging.ohio.gov  2 

Shanghai, Saigon, and Manila after the fall of Corregidor. The Strategic Bombing Survey stated 
the 308th had the highest bombing accuracy and the heaviest causalities in China.  

Eugene Messerly flew back to Miami, Florida, on a civilian aircraft contracted by the Army, 
arriving on March 10, 1944. Eugene stayed in the service and retired a Captain on Nov. 30, 1962, 
having served overseas in Germany from 1946 to 1947; in North Africa from 1953 to 1954; and 
in Morocco from 1958 to 1961. 

Below is a copy of the letter handwritten by Eugene Francis Messerly. It was sent by him in 1981 from 
his home in St. Petersburg, Florida, to his niece, Cathleen Sammler, in Lancaster, Ohio. The letter was his 
answer to five questions sent to him by Cathleen as an eighth grade school project. These are five good 
questions with remarkably frank and candid answers that need to be preserved for others as an 
historical fact. 
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