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Submitted by: Linda H. Meisner 
Current home town: Pickerington, Ohio 
Age: Not given 

My father, Alex Hamas, served in WWII from January 20, 1943 to his separation date on January 18, 
1946. His overseas locations included England and Germany. During his time overseas, Alex 
corresponded frequently. His widow, Mary Hamas, currently living in Pittsburgh, PA, has a shoebox full 
of treasured letters. These letters give a picture of life for the young soldiers. The comforts of receiving 
mail and attending church are frequently mentioned. The actual letters illustrate the tiny size of paper 
allowed, and the censor’s stamp on each.  

Describing life in England while Alex was connected to the 199th General Hospital there, he spoke of the 
Thanksgiving meal in 1944 that was such a morale builder. Afterwards, the men gathered and sang 
songs to pass the time. They followed events back in the States, and Alex wrote that he had to endure 
some insults from the other soldiers when his team, Pittsburgh, lost to Illinois in a college football game. 
He wrote that he frequently spoke of his hometown of Pittsburgh, as did the other soldiers speak of 
theirs . Like the others, he missed ice cream, Coca-Cola, and other American favorites. 

While in Germany, Alex wrote of spending time at guard duty and KP. The men looked to stay active, set 
up volleyball courts, and played football, horseshoes and cards. Alex wrote of seeing Germans (he used 
the common term “Krauts”), as well as Poles and Russians, returning home as the war ended. He wrote 
that there were many different flags waved by these tired, yet joyous people. He expressed that the 
best of them all was the American flag. On the American radio were lessons on simple German 
translations. Yet, he wrote, it seems that they were scolded for fraternizing when they attempted to use 
their German. It seemed confusing to him. 

Perhaps the most amazing letters to his family include the drawings. He made these as greeting cards, 
since that item of civilization was not available during war. On the tiny officially available paper, he 
included items and messages that fit the appropriate holidays such as Christmas and Easter. His talent 
and ideas were so popular that he did this not only for his fiancée back in the States, but the other men 
asked him to provide the same service for them. He ended up being a fairly busy man keeping up with 
demand. 

When Alex returned to the States, he picked up his life and married in August of 1946. He was active in 
veteran organizations his entire life, especially the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He took leadership roles in 
these organizations and actively worked to promote their causes and to help fellow veterans obtain the 
benefits they were entitled to after service. He continued these activities until his death in 2004. These 
activities are proudly remembered by his wife, two children, and grandchildren . He is memorialized in 
the perpetual Registry of Remembrances, part of the National World War II Memorial. 
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