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Current home town: Cleveland, Ohio 
Age: 81 

The enclosed stories were published in the Cleveland Plain Dealer in an ongoing series on WWII. I can 
add that my family had a victory garden, which I helped tend when I got the chance. Also, like the man 
in the enclosed story, I too found something I hated to turn in: an unloaded German Lugar pistol. I talked 
it over with my pals and we decided to throw it on the scrap truck and let others worry about it. 

On Saturdays, I worked from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. When I got home, my mother served supper: sometimes 
half a can of cream of mushroom soup and a small salad of lettuce, onion and cucumbers (usually from 
the victory garden), covered in vinegar, plus a bun or donut I brought home (and paid for) from the 
Spang truck, and maybe a spiced ham sandwich. 

As I ate, I listened on the radio to the Chicago Theater of the Air playing operettas, followed by the 
National Barndance, a flow of classical and folk music which, along with jazz, helped form my musical 
tastes in the future. Then, after a bath, I was off to blissful sleep until Sunday Mass, at which I 
sometimes served as an altar boy. 

I don’t mean to imply it was all work for me. I played sandlot baseball and football, and saw an 
occasional movie once in a while. My father worked in the Lorain Shipyards, and once, my mother and I 
went up to Sandusky (and Cedar Point) to meet Dad. All the kids I knew were energetic and worked hard 
for the war effort, and we usually don’t get credit for that. 
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