
What if I’m not ready to get the vaccine yet?
The vaccine is available for those who choose to receive it. However, it is in limited supply 
at this time. Clinics have been scheduled at long-term care facilities to make it convenient 
for residents and staff to receive the vaccine. It’s important to participate now, if possible. 
Once the scheduled workplace clinics are complete, you may not be eligible to receive 
the vaccine in the next phases of distribution and you will have to wait in line again.

Are COVID-19 vaccines safe?
Yes. The safety of COVID-19 vaccines is a top priority. COVID-19 vaccines are being held 
to the same safety standards as all other vaccines. All COVID-19 vaccines being 
administered to LTCF staff and residents were tested in clinical trials involving tens 
of thousands of people to make sure they meet safety standards and protect adults 
of different ages, races, and ethnicities. There were no serious safety concerns. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Food and Drug Administration will 
keep monitoring the vaccines for safety issues as they are distributed and administered.

Are COVID-19 vaccines being held to the same safety standards as other vaccines in 
the United States?
Yes. COVID-19 vaccines are being held to the same safety standards as all other 
vaccines. Several expert and independent groups evaluate the safety of vaccines 
being given to people in the United States. CDC doctors and scientists agree that 
the lifesaving benefits of vaccinating LTCF residents against COVID-19 outweigh the 
possible risks. The approval process has been quicker than previous vaccines due 
to efforts to help condense timelines and reduce or eliminate months-long waiting 
periods for document preparation. 

FAQs ANSWERING COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT COVID-19 VACCINES

Long-Term Care Facility Staff

Save lives. Build your immunity. Get vaccinated.
WE’RE ON THE ROAD BACK AND OHIO’S LONG-TERM CARE PROVIDERS ARE LEADING THE WAY

You are on the front lines and risk being exposed to COVID-19 each day on the job. 
Early vaccination can keep you and your family safe and help protect the residents 
you care for.
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Why is it important that I receive a COVID-19 vaccine, even if our residents are vaccinated?
Receiving a COVID-19 vaccine will help save lives and will protect you, your family, and 
friends. Healthcare providers, including LTCF staff, are first in line to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine because of your essential role in fighting this pandemic. The work you provide 
for our most vulnerable Ohioans is critical and we need you to be safe so that you can 
care for your residents and won’t spread the virus. Getting vaccinated protects you, 
your colleagues, your residents, families, and the community.

Will there be side effects from the vaccine?
The most common side effect is soreness at the site of the injection. Some individuals 
experience symptoms, like a slight fever and chills. These side effects tend to be mild 
to moderate and go away quickly. These side effects are signs that the immune system 
is doing exactly what it is supposed to do. It is working and building up protection 
against the disease. Serious side effects after vaccination are very rare.

What are possible side effects reported?
It is important to notify your healthcare provider if you are experiencing side effects after 
COVID-19 vaccination. Pharmacists and nurses are required to report possible side effects 
(called “adverse events”) to the federal Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System 
(VAERS). Employees are encouraged to report any adverse events immediately.

Should I be concerned about missing work due to side effects that may develop 
following COVID-19 vaccination?
It can be hard to tell the difference between side effects from the vaccine and symptoms 
that you could have if you were infected with COVID-19. So, it will be important to know 
the difference between the symptoms. Symptoms that CAN occur after either the 
COVID-19 vaccination or infection include fever, fatigue, headache, chills, muscles aches, 
and joint pain. Symptoms NOT likely to be from the COVID-19 vaccination (and you 
should look out for) include cough, shortness of breath, runny nose, sore throat, or loss 
of taste or smell. These are not the typical symptoms from a COVID-19 vaccination. 
They could be symptoms of COVID-19 or another infection.
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Is there a charge for the vaccine?
No. There is no out-of-pocket cost associated with the COVID-19 vaccine for recipients.

If I have already had COVID-19 and recovered, do I still need to get the COVID-19 vaccine?
The COVID-19 vaccination should be offered to you regardless of whether you already 
had COVID-19. You should not be required to have an antibody test before you are 
vaccinated. However, anyone currently infected with COVID-19 should wait to get vaccinated 
until after their illness has resolved and after they have met the criteria to discontinue 
isolation. Additionally, current evidence suggests that reinfection with the virus that 
causes COVID-19 is uncommon in the 90 days after initial infection.

Will I still need to wear masks, gowns, or personal protective equipment in the facility 
after receiving COVID-19 vaccination?
Yes. COVID-19 vaccines are an important tool to help slow the spread of the virus. 
However, it takes some time to build immunity so you should continue to follow all 
current guidance to protect yourself and others. This includes proper use of personal 
protective equipment even after receiving the vaccine. Until a large number of Ohioans 
receive the vaccine, we need to continue to use all the prevention tools available. Please 
continue to cover your nose and mouth with a mask when around others, avoid close 
contact with people who are sick, stay 6 feet away from others, and continue to social 
distance and wash your hands often. The combination of getting vaccinated and following 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommendations to protect yourself 
and others offer the best protection from COVID-19.

What if I receive the first dose of COVID-19 vaccine at my facility’s on-site clinic, but 
then miss the clinic for the second dose? How do I finish the vaccine series?
Two shots are needed to provide the best protection against COVID-19, and the shots are 
given a few weeks apart. The first shot starts building protection, but you need a second 
shot a few weeks later to get the most protection the vaccine can offer. Be sure to work 
with the administration staff at the facility; they will let you know how to receive your 
second dose.

Facility Staff 3


