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Unified Long Term Care System (ULTCS) Workgroup  
Minutes 

June 3, 2010 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT               
Barbara E. Riley, Ohio Department of Aging, Chair 
Jim Adams, Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities     

    Kathleen Anderson, Ohio Council for Home Care & Hospice�

Robert Applebaum, Scripps Gerontology Center, Miami, University 
Angie Bergefurd, Ohio Department of Mental Health        
Rich Browdie, Benjamin Rose Institute 
Mary Butler, Ohio Statewide Independent Living Council 
Douglas Day, Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services 
Mark Davis, Ohio Provider Resource Association    
Diane Dietz (for Pete Van Runkle), Ohio Health Care Association 
Bridget Gargan, Ohio Hospital Association 
Jodi Govern (for Rebecca Maust), Ohio Department of Health 
Janet Grant, Ohio Association of Health Plans 
Robin Harris, Office of the Governor 
Roland Hornbostel, Ohio Department of Aging 
Carolyn Knight, Ohio Developmental Disabilities Council 
Beverley Laubert, State of Ohio Ombudsman       
Amy McGee, Executive Medicaid Management Administration 
Steve Moore (for Michael Rench), Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission 
Christopher Murray, Ohio Academy of Nursing Homes    
Steve Peishel, Office of Budget and Management    
Tracy Plouck, ODJFS/Ohio Health Plans 
Sarah Riegel (for Becky Williams), SEIU 1199 
Joe Ruby, Ohio Assn. of Area Agencies on Aging 
Patrick Stephan, Department of Developmental Disabilities 
Bill Sundermeyer, AARP Ohio 
Jean Thompson, Ohio Assisted Living Association 
 
HANDOUTS 
6/3/10 Agenda 
Where We Are Today, slides prepared by OBM 
Working Together, We’ve Accomplished A lot!! Handout from Governor’s Office 
Workforce Development Subcommittee Charter 
ODJFS/Office of Ohio Health Plans Front Door Stakeholder Group Charter, Modified 
 
WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 
Barbara Riley opened the plenary meeting at 12:08 pm and called for introduction of ULTCS 
Workgroup members present. Barbara then introduced Janetta King, Director of Policy for the 
Governor.  
 
SPECIAL STAKEHOLDER DISCUSSION 
Janetta King told the group the Governor’s Office wants to have ongoing conversations with the 
ULTCS and other stakeholders. Janetta described the challenging environment when the 
Administration took over, with the deepest recession in 50 years.  She discussed the PowerPoint 
slides and referenced the accomplishments handout.    
 



�����
����	�

Janetta invited comments from the group, focusing on three questions: What are those priorities 
we are able to accomplish together in six to seven months? Are there opportunities around 
regulatory structures that are important to you? Are there opportunities for us to align our federal 
agenda? 
 
Comments/Recommendations: 
� Align long-term care with Medicare’s accountable care initiative.  E.g., incentivize the provider 

network to produce the outcomes we want and to reduce permanent facility placement. (Joe 
Ruby) 

� Capitalize on the opportunity at the federal level to help shape policy for dual eligibles. (Janet 
Grant) 

� Ensure that long-term care focuses around choice:  “the care I need, where I want it, when I 
need it, and at a price I can afford,” and then look at efficiencies such as automation and 
better screening. (Bill Sundermeyer) 

� Work to eliminate partisanship, as evidenced in the successful passage of Am. Sub. 398. (Bill 
Sundermeyer) 

� Shift focus from inputs to outcomes and work to ensure not just care, but quality care. (Bill 
Sundermeyer) 

� Decrease duplication of surveys and reviews by multiple agencies and increase efficiencies for 
complicated waiver reimbursement, both of which call for a “fundamental shift” in the way we 
do business.  (Mark Davis) 

� Continue advocacy for enhanced FMAP funding at the federal level. (Mark Davis) 
� Expect excellence in nursing facilities since they will always be a necessary resource within 

the LTC continuum and hold them accountable for the quality of care they provide, e.g., 
special care units. (Beverley Laubert) 

� Increase to a more acceptable level the $40 per month personal needs allowance for nursing 
facility residents. (Beverley Laubert) 

� Effectively utilize the Elder Justice funding included in the Health Care Reform bill for adult 
protective services. (Beverley Laubert) 

� Support the HOME Choice option in the Health Care Reform bill to allow people to choose 
where they want to live (other than in a nursing home). Ohio would qualify for the high 
incentive based on numbers in NFs and ICFs. (Mary Butler) 

� Permanently eliminate the waiting lists for services.  (Mary Butler) 
� Encourage a fundamental shift to a more ration way of doing business (e.g., financial 

regulation). (Bob Applebaum) 
� Understand the value of prevention and family support activities. (Bob Applebaum) 
� Recognize the limitations of Money Follows the Person in the inability to move consumers 

from nursing facilities to Assisted Living as a step-down level of care in the LTC continuum, 
only to homes and allow for the fact that some need more (or less) than 120 days in Assisted 
Living. (Jean Thompson) 

� Revise the many outdated administrative planning and reimbursement regulations. (Rich 
Browdie) 

� Acknowledge the excellent regulatory functions being performed currently by ODH.  An 
unprecedented three NFs have been closed in the last three years based on failure to meet 
quality care requirements. (Bev Laubert) 

� Recognize that individual with serious mental illness do not belong in NFs and use the state 
portion of funding to find housing for those with mental illness to be able to live more 
independently (with appropriate monitoring and services). (Diane Dietz) 

� Offered assistance from the DD Council in mobilizing advocacy forces on issues such as 
enhanced FMAP. (Carolyn Knight) 
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� Bring together providers to look at outcomes across settings, with the Governor’s office taking 
the lead. (Kathleen Anderson) 

� As the state works on consumer-directed home care services, consider Assisted Living 
programs as options for providing back-up services. (Kathleen Anderson) 

� Look more broadly at long-term care, not just those paid by Medicaid or even publicly funded; 
the majority of Assisted Living care is still private pay. (Jean Thompson) 

� Meet the challenge presented and fix now what will become an unsustainable system, based 
on the alarming population trends, based on Ohio’s over-utilization of NFs and based on the 
outmigration of all age groups EXCEPT those over 80.  Note that it may take a smaller 
structure than the ULTCS Stakeholder Workgroup to make real progress. (Bob Applebaum) 

 
Final Stakeholder Discussion Remarks 
Janetta King asked Amy McGee to explain Ohio’s efforts to track the components of the Health 
Care Reform bill.  Per Amy Ohio has put together a state level interagency team to review the 
bill’s various provisions. For each provision, there is a lead agency and lead person. In addition, 
Ohio will be utilizing the expertise of existing groups, such as the Health Care Quality Council.  
The state has also created a special website for information updates: 
www.healthcarereform.ohio.gov    The first stakeholder forum for the business community will be 
held at ODOT with others scheduled throughout the summer 
 
Barbara Riley reiterated that we are aware that we need to do something and this discussion is 
the first step in a long process. She invited those present to submit additional thoughts or 
comments via Mary Inbody. 
 
Janetta King asked the group to consider how we could coordinate better among each other and 
offered the assistance of Drew McCracken from the Governor’s Washington office. 
 
RATIFICATION OF CHARTERS 
Mark Davis moved that the Workforce Development Subcommittee Charter be approved, and 
Beverley Laubert seconded the motion.  Following comments about the broadness of quality 
assurance/improvement in the charter and omission of specific mention of the CLASS Act, the 
motion was amended to incorporate addressing concerns raised.  Motion was approved by 
consensus without dissent. 
  
Erika Robbins distributed the Front Door Subcommittee Draft Charter and asked that anyone with 
questions/comments or who wished to participate in the Phase 2 work of this group to email her. 
 

Action Step:  The Front Door Subcommittee Charter will be presented for ratification at the 
July meeting. 

 
NEXT STEPS/NEXT MEETING 
Next meeting is scheduled for July 9, 2010, 12:00 pm.   
 
Marc Molea told the group that he and Sara Abbott, as co-chairs of the Integration and Care 
Managements Subcommittee, have draft recommendations they are working on and will distribute 
by email for input in a couple of weeks. 
 
PLENARY ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 1:20 pm and subcommittees convened until 3:00 pm. 
 


