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I was only between 8 and 11 when there was the big plea for tin and aluminum to help with the war 
effort. I was then living in Salt Lake City, UT where I was born and raised. At Uinta School where I went 
to grade school, we were encouraged to collect all the metal we could find and bring it to school. I 
collected tin cans (stripped of labels, lids removed and flattened) and empty toothpaste tubes that were 
then made of aluminum or metal of some kind. I and the neighbor kids would carry all this to school in 
our wagons and add them to the huge mountain of metal building in the school yard. We were all so 
proud that we could help win the war! I felt connected to the war as my two older sisters had husbands 
fighting in the war. One was in the China-Burma-India (CBI) Theater and the other was flying bombing 
runs over Germany in B-17 bombers. They both came home safe thankfully. The bomber pilot told me 
that he really wasn't scared until near the end of his deployment when he realized that he just might 
come home alive! 


