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Submitted by: Wilbert Keller 
Current home town: Grove City, Ohio 
Age: 88 

Wilbert Keller, a New Bedford, PA resident, joined the Army Air Force in Youngstown, OH in early 1942. 
He was sent to St Louis for basic training. He was at Reno Air Base in 1943. From April until June of 1944 
he was trained on the C-46 as an airplane mechanic. In July of 1944, he was sent to Miami.  

On August 9, 1944, he went from Miami to Calcutta to begin his service in the China-Burma-India 
Theater, known as the CBI. He flew on ‘‘The Hump” as a crew chief. Their mission was to carry supplies 
(gas, bombs, ammunition, medical supplies, etc.) to a number of bases in China over Japanese enemy 
lines. ‘‘The Hump” was a high altitude military aerial supply route in northeastern India, across northern 
Burma, to southwestern China. This operation was the first sustained, long range, 24-hour, all weather, 
military aerial supply line in history. It was a start-from-scratch operation. There was no precedent for it 

After the war, Sgt. Keller served as a crew chief of the European Air Transport Services, flying from 
Germany to Moscow. The CBI was called the forgotten theater of World War II. Please, let us not forget 
all the men and women who served in this war. 

 


