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At the front end of my journalism career nearly 20 years ago, I had the opportunity to interview some 
World War II veterans from Ohio on the 50th anniversary of D-Day and other historical events. The four 
stories included in this collection, all published originally in the Worthington Suburbia News, include the 
accounts of three men who participated in the invasion of Normandy and another on one of the first 
women to enter Europe with the allied forces, who then had to make a hasty retreat during the Nazi 
counteroffensive known as the Battle of the Bulge. 

What struck me in interviewing these heroes was how matter-of-fact they were in relating these life-
and-death situations, and how proud they were to relate their experiences in serving their country. 
Unfortunately, all four are now deceased. Peggy Fleming died in 2007 at age 87; Darrell Baker in 2008 at 
age 82; Gerald Ballard in 1998 at age 86; and William Smith in 2011 at 93. 

Nevertheless, I feel good about having written these stories and chronicling their heroic exploits for 
posterity. Hopefully you will find them as intriguing as I did when I met these interesting Ohioans in 
1994. 
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